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CITY OF MEMPHIS MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION TO CHANGE PROTOCOLS
Vehicles will no longer be required to pass OBD-II

Effective immediately, vehicles registered inside the Memphis city limits will no longer be required to
pass an OBD-II, or On-Board Diagnostic, test to pass inspection.

Under the new protocols, all vehicles will receive an OBD-Il test. If the vehicle fails the OBD-II, the
tailpipe test will be performed. If the vehicle passes the tailpipe test, the vehicle will pass inspection.

If the vehicle fails both the OBD-Il and the tailpipe test, it will fail inspection.

Any citizen whose vehicle fails OBD-II will also receive a diagnostic print-out informing them of potential
emission issues with their vehicle.

“We know this has been a confusing, frustrating, and, at times, costly situation for our citizens,” said
Memphis Mayor A C Wharton, Jr. “After many in-depth discussions with state officials, we have
determined that we have some latitude in this matter and we are choosing to exercise it.”

After continued conversations and inquiries with the Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation and the local air pollution control board, the City of Memphis recently received written
confirmation that it is not obligated to perform OBD-II testing. Though OBD-Il is the standard vehicle
emissions test statewide, the City of Memphis initially volunteered to perform that test and is not
required to continue using it.

The City is required to perform the tailpipe test due to a 1978 nonattainment designation for carbon
monoxide.
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