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IRV Gives Election Results ASAP

It’s not often that Memphis has the chance to be a trend setter, but one of the least
understood proposals before the Memphis Charter Commission would give us just such a
chance.

It’s Instant Runoff Voting, a proposal submitted to the Commission by Shelby County
Commissioner Steve Mulroy, whose solidly liberal credentials should allay concerns that
IRV is a plot to give white voters more clout at the polls.

He’d be hard-pressed to have more graphic examples of the wisdom of IRV than this
year’s city elections. After all, it’s likely that a number of City Council races will require
costly runoff elections, where voters will back into selecting a winner rather than voting
for their hopes and dreams for the future.

Eliminating Spoilers

Sadly, there’s no runoff for the Memphis mayor and Council super-districts, meaning that
there’s the real prospect that some elected officials — notably the mayor — will take office
with more people voting against the winner than in favor of him or her.

For the sake of example, consider the race for District 6 Council race where yet another
Ford progeny, Edmund Ford Jr., is running for the seat left open by his father in the wake
of his federal indictment. His major opponents are Reginald Milton, Ed Vaughn, James
Catchings and a few assorted others.

It’s likely that no candidate will get a majority of the vote, and as a result, a follow-up
runoff costing Memphis taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars will be held. There’s also
the prospect that the turnout will be much smaller.

Cheaper And Immediate

It could be different. It could be cheaper, more efficient and the results could be
immediate.

That’s the beauty of Instant Runoff Voting. Memphis voters would no longer have to
vote twice to get a winner, because on election night, a majority winner would be
proclaimed.






