
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING

What Is IRV?

Instant Runoff Voting ("IRV") is an election system in which voters cast their preferences,
ranking candidates "1," "2," "3," etc.

Who Uses IRV?

IRV is used on the municipal, state, and national level in governments around the world, as well
as by non-governmental organizations and corporations.

Local and state governments in U.S. currently using IRV:

. San Francisco *

Burlington. VT *
Takoma Park. MD *
Louisiana (for overseas absentee ballots)
South Carolina (for overseas absentee ballots)
Arkansas (for overseas absentee ballots)
North Carolina (for overseas absentee ballots)
Illinois (for overseas absentee ballots)
Vermont (for overseas absentee ballots)

........
Localgovernments in U.S. which have approved IRV and are now implementing it:

* Indicates use for the mayoral election AS WELL AS city council/county commission elections.

Local governments in U.S. which approved charter amendments which provide IRV as an
option:

. Vancouver. WA
Santa Clara County. CA
San Leandro, CA

..
It is also used around the world. For example, it is used to elect the President of Ireland,
the President of India, the national legislature of Australia, and the Mayor of London.

Either IRV or a related form of "proportional votine" or "choice votine" is used at the
national level in virtuallv every industrialized democracv in the world except for Britain
and the U.S., where it has been absent for purely historical reasons (i.e., the election
systems were set up before these alternative systems were invented).

1

. Minneapolis. MN *. Oakland. CA *. Sarasota. FL. Hendersonville. NC. Cary. NC *. Pierce County. WA *. Berkeley. CA. Ferndale-,-MI




