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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL RENAMING COMMISSION 

SUMMARY 

 

1.  Current Name:  Jackson Avenue (Andrew Jackson) 

 Proposed Name:  Odyssey Avenue (in recognition of the Trail of Tears) 

 

2.  Current Name:  Lamar Avenue (Lucius Lamar) 

 Proposed Name:  Vanguard Avenue 

 

3. Current Name:  Manassas Street (between Union Ave. and Madison Ave.) (First Battle 

of Bull Run or Manassas) 

 Proposed Name:  Black Lives Matter Street 

 

4. Current Name:  Audubon Park (John James Audubon) 

Proposed Name:  DeCosta-Willis Park (in honor of Dr. Miriam DeCosta-Willis) 

 

5.  Current Name:  Butler Park and Butler Avenue (Dr. William E. Butler) 

 Proposed Name:  Blackmon Park and Blackmon Avenue (in honor of Ms. Joyce 

Blackmon) 

 

6.  Current Name:  Stonewall Street (Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson) 

 Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential community 

 

7.  Current Name:  Beauregard Avenue (P.G.T. Beauregard) 

 Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential community 

 

8.  Current Name:  Manassas Avenue (excluding the section between Union Ave. and  

 Madison Ave, See #3) (First Battle of Bull Run or Manassas) 

 Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential community 

 

9.  Current Name:  Dixie Road 

 Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential community 

 

10.  Current Name:  Bellevue Tennis Center at Jesse Turner Park 

 Proposed Name:  Teresa Jones Tennis Center (in honor of Judge Teresa Jones) 

 

11.  Current Name:  Gaisman Community Center at Gaisman Park 

 Proposed Name:  Memphis International Community Center  

 

12.  Current Name:  Fourth Street (from Crump Avenue to Beale Street) 

 Proposed Name:  Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street 

 

13.  Place Markers:  Beside statues of John Overton and E.H. Crump in Overton Park and 

of E.H. Crump in Crump Park 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL RENAMING 

COMMISSION 

 

 

1.   Current Name:  Jackson Avenue (Andrew Jackson) 

Andrew Jackson (1767-1845), John Overton and James Winchester co-founded Memphis, 

Tennessee in 1819.  Although Overton and Winchester subsequently were involved in economic 

and political activities in Memphis, Jackson had sold all of his land by 1823 and never became 

involved in Memphis’ growth and development.   He was also a slave owner.  He became 

President of the United States in 1829.  When he became President, he advocated for and signed 

into law the Indian Removal Act of 1830, which resulted in the relocation of the Southern tribes 

of Native Americans to land west of the Mississippi River.  Thousands of Native Americans 

suffered and died during the march westward.  This relocation journey is referred to as the Trail 

of Tears. 

 

Proposed Name:  Odyssey Avenue (in recognition of the Trail of Tears) 

Jackson Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee is an important street in United States history.  It is one 

of the routes taken by Indian tribes in various southeastern states who were forced by the Indian 

Removal Act of 1830 to move from their ancestral homelands to land west of the Mississippi 

River.  The entire route, known as the Trail of Tears, was marked by malnutrition, exposure, 

disease and death.  The route that included what is currently Jackson Avenue is known as the 

Bell Route, led by John Bell.  It is described by Mr. Graydon Swisher II, a member of the Trail 

of Tears Association and the Shelby County Historical Commission. 

The [Bell Route] “came into Shelby County on Stage Road and went to Raleigh, TN.  

From Raleigh, they took the Old Raleigh Road to Memphis on the north side of the 

Fourth Chickasaw Bluff on Auction Street, where the detachment crossed the Mississippi 

River to Marion, Arkansas.  Later the name Old Raleigh Road was changed to Jackson 

Avenue.” 

The routes of the Trail of Tears, which cover nine states, are now recognized by the United 

States government as the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. 

The term “odyssey” means “a long journey full of experiences.” (Oxford Dictionary) The Trail 

of Tears, including the Bell Route (i.e. Jackson Ave.), was an odyssey full of hardships for the 

Indian tribes that were displaced by the Indian Removal Act.  The existing Trail of Tears marker 

along the Bell Route (Jackson Avenue) acknowledges these hardships.  Renaming this route 

Odyssey Avenue, instead of the current Jackson Avenue, is another way to acknowledge the long 

and eventful journey westward by Native Americans.  It is also a way to recognize the historical 

nature of the street or route itself.  
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2.   Current Name:  Lamar Avenue (Lucious Lamar) 

Lucious Lamar (1825-1893) was a native Mississippian who became a U.S. Senator, Secretary of 

the Interior and an Associate Supreme Court Justice.  Mr. Lamar was a slave owner.  Before 

serving in various U.S.  governmental positions, Mr. Lamar was an active Confederate 

sympathizer and official.  He co-drafted the “Ordinance of Secession” from the United States of 

America for the State of Mississippi and was appointed Confederate minister to Russia by 

Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy.  He was a strong opponent of the United States 

government’s policy of Reconstruction, which granted land and basic Federal rights to newly-

freed slaves.  

 

Proposed Name:  Vanguard Avenue 

Definitions of Vanguard:   A group of people leading the way in new developments or ideas. 

(Oxford Dictionary); the forefront of an action or movement (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

Lamar Avenue (US 78) is a major part of the freight transportation system in the United States.  

There are numerous commercial establishments on the street that support the transportation 

business, such as tire shops, gas stations, and auto repair shops.  The City of Memphis is in the 

process of changing the use and perception of Lamar Avenue from an “auto-centric” street to a 

street with businesses that serve the various neighborhoods anchored by Lamar.  These include 

the historic neighborhoods of Orange Mound, Glenview, Annesdale and Rozelle.   To encourage 

establishment of more community-oriented businesses along Lamar Avenue, the City Council 

approved a change in zoning status for the section of Lamar Avenue between South Bellevue and 

Prescott, which contains almost 200 parcels.  The change allows for more diversity in the types 

of commercial establishments permitted on the street, such as restaurant, apparel, and nonprofit 

businesses.   

The City Council Renaming Commission (CCRC) proposes a new name that is consistent with a 

new focus and a new perception of a street that is currently both “auto-centric” and “freight-

centric.” We believe that the new name Vanguard Avenue accomplishes this goal.  Vanguard 

Avenue will have an array of retail establishments that will “lead the way” or “be at the 

forefront” for economic and community revitalization.  The new Orange Mound Tower is an 

example of one business that is already at the vanguard of change.  Two innovative Memphians 

purchased the United Equipment Building, which had been closed for 20 years, and an adjacent 

80,000 square foot warehouse, both on Lamar Ave.  The owners plan to build apartments in the 

space as well as make available commercial space for businesses related to restaurants, health 

and wellness, music production, and the visual arts.   
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3.  Current Name:  Manassas Street (between Union Avenue and Madison 

Avenue) (First Battle of Bull Run or Manassas) 

The Battle of Bull Run (1861) is considered the first major battle of the U.S. Civil War.  It took 

place in Prince William County, Virginia, near the city of Manassas.  President Lincoln ordered 

General Irvin McDowell of the Union Army to mount an offensive attack to quickly end the war.  

However, the Confederate soldiers won.  The Confederate forces referred to the battle as the 

First Battle of Manassas. 

 

Proposed Name:  Black Lives Matter Street 

Black Lives Matter Street is an appropriate name for the section of Manassas Street bordering 

Health Sciences Park.  This name symbolically changes the public profile of a geographic area of 

the city that once perpetuated in public space the notion that Black lives did not matter.  Health 

Sciences Park’s original name was Nathan Bedford Forrest Park.  Nathan Bedford Forrest, 

whose statue was removed from the park in 2017, was a slave owner, slave trader, Civil War 

General and founder of the Ku Klux Klan, all titles that generated disrespect for and negative 

actions toward African Americans.   In addition, the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas) was 

about maintaining the institution of slavery, and, like the statue, a street named Manassas 

Avenue that bordered the former Forrest Park also helped to perpetuate a public declaration that 

Black lives do not matter.  It is now a moral imperative to symbolically disabuse these nefarious 

beliefs and actions by declaring in that same geographic area that Black Lives Matter.    

 

4.    Current Name:   Audubon Park (John James Audubon) 

John James Audubon (1785-1851) was an internationally-known naturalist and artist who 

documented the birds of America in his famous book “The Birds of America.”  Audubon was a 

slaveowner and considered both Blacks and Native Americans as inferior.  He was a strong 

opponent of the abolitionist movement, the major movement organized by Black and White 

Americans to end slavery in the United States. 
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Proposed Name:  DeCosta-Willis Park (In honor of Dr. Miriam DeCosta-

Willis) 

Dr. Miriam DeCosta-Willis (1934-2020), an African American scholar and advocate for justice 

and equality, was a native of Florence, Alabama.  She spent most of her adult life in Memphis, 

Tennessee, both as a university professor helping to educate tomorrow’s youth and as a civil 

rights advocate seeking to eliminate racial discrimination against African Americans.  In 

reviewing her professional life, Dr. DeCosta-Willis’ dedication to rigorous academic scholarship 

began while she was still a college student.  She received a bachelor’s degree in Spanish from 

Wellesley College, where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa; and, in 1967, she was awarded a Ph.D. 

degree in Romance Languages from Johns Hopkins University.  After marrying her then-

husband, Russell Sugarmon of Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. DeCosta-Willis moved to Memphis and 

began her career in academia in 1957 at LeMoyne College and Owen College.  In 1966, she 

became the first African American faculty member at Memphis State University (now the 

University of Memphis), eventually becoming an Associate Professor of Spanish.  Upon leaving 

Memphis State University in the late 1960s, Dr. DeCosta-Willis held a series of prestigious 

academic and administrative positions at various colleges and universities, including Howard 

University, George Mason University, the University of Maryland (Baltimore) and, again, at 

LeMoyne-Owen College and the University of Memphis.  Her scholarly research was in Afro-

Hispanic, African American, and Latin American literature and culture.  Her scholarly research 

includes publishing or editing books, book chapters, articles and book reviews.   After retiring 

from university life, Dr. DeCosta-Willis settled in her adopted home of Memphis, Tennessee.  

Her public service to Tennessee and Memphis includes memberships (or chairmanships) on the 

Tennessee Humanities Council, the Federation of State Humanities Councils, the University of 

Memphis Center for Research on Women, the Shelby County Historical Commission, and the 

Memphis Chapter of the NAACP. 

Although Dr. DeCosta-Willis’ academic and professional achievements as an African American 

woman are notable, the essence of her life was not one of personal success or achievement.  She 

was a humanitarian who believed in and fought for equal justice for all.  Although her parents 

were well educated, she and her parents still encountered the societal discrimination that all 

African Americans faced as they sought to create a better life for themselves.  For example, Dr. 

DeCosta-Willis applied for and was denied admission into Memphis State University’s graduate 

program in Romance Languages in 1957 because the university did not accept Blacks at that 

time.  It is worth repeating that she later became the first African American professor at the 

University of Memphis.  Despite her ultimate success in attaining her personal goals, she was 

keenly aware that the majority of African Americans faced even greater obstacles than she faced 

in obtaining basic rights and services, including the right to vote, equal education and 

employment opportunities and adequate health care.  Thus, as she pursued her own dreams, Dr. 

DeCosta-Willis simultaneously fought for rights and opportunities for all people of color.  As a 

young person she marched with her mother during the famous Montgomery Bus Boycott.   Much 
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of her civil rights activity occurred in Memphis, where she was jailed for participating in civil 

rights demonstrations.   As chair of the Memphis NAACP’s Education Committee, she also led a 

boycott of local public schools in the 1960s, a time when equal educational opportunity was one 

of the most critical civil rights issues of that decade. 

Dr. DeCosta-Willis believed that all residents of the City of Memphis had a right to pursue their 

personal and professional goals; and she worked to ensure that discrimination and prejudice were 

not impediments to their pursuits.  Her professional achievements and humanitarian endeavors 

continue to enrich Memphis. 

 

5.   Current Name:  a.  Butler Park (Dr. William E. Butler) 

b.  Butler Avenue (Dr. William E. Butler) 

William E. Butler (1790-1882) purchased and sold land in Memphis, but was the founder of and 

a resident of Jackson, Tennessee.  He was a Confederate sympathizer who actively “equipped 

and maintained” Confederate soldiers from the 6th Tennessee Regiment in Jackson, Tennessee 

during the Civil War.  (tngenweb.org, Madison County) Dr. Butler preferred settling in Jackson, 

Tennessee over Memphis.  He believed that the Jackson, Tennessee area was more conducive to 

business activity and development. 

 

Proposed Name:   a.  Blackmon Park (In honor of Ms. Joyce Blackmon) 

b.  Blackmon Avenue (In honor of Ms. Joyce Blackmon) 

Joyce Blackmon (1939-2020) was born in Memphis, Tennessee and pursued her undergraduate 

and graduate degrees in education and counseling at the University of Memphis.  She spent over 

twenty years as a guidance counselor at legacy Memphis City Schools, but later accepted the 

challenge to make even greater contributions to the City of Memphis.   Ms. Blackmon’s work in 

Memphis is a model for understanding the meaning of public service:  She pursued the common 

good for all Memphians.  She contributed to the City’s well-being both professionally and as a 

model volunteer.  Professionally, Ms. Blackmon was the first African American and the first 

woman to become a vice-president at Memphis Light, Gas and Water, breaking the glass ceiling 

for others who would follow her.  As a volunteer, she and a group of women from various racial 

and religious backgrounds played a major role in reducing racial tensions in Memphis after the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.  Ms. Blackmon was one of five women who founded 

the Memphis Chapter of the Panel of American Women.  This group of women met with civic 

and religious organizations at schools, churches, and other locations to have open dialogue about 

prejudice and discrimination.  They led discussions with various multi-racial, multi-ethnic 

groups to encourage attendees to discuss and resolve among themselves sensitive issues related 

to race and religion.  Their efforts marked the beginning of citywide initiatives focused on 
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understanding and appreciating racial and religious diversity.  (The other four women were 

Happy Jones, Modean Thompson, Jeanne Varnell and Jocelyn Wurtzburg.). 

Ms. Blackmon engaged in other civic activities that reflected her desire to support and serve 

others for the common good.   She was a past chairman of Memphis in May, and served on the 

boards of Girls, Inc., Goodwill Industries, the Memphis Urban League, and the Memphis Black 

Arts Alliance.   In honor of her involvement in and appreciation for the arts, an arts fellowship 

was established in her name at the Brooks Museum of Art:  The Joyce Blackmon Curatorial 

Fellowship in African American Art and Art of the African Diaspora. 

Ms. Blackmon’s civic and professional life was a life of service.  Her desire was to bring out the 

best in others, and, collectively, create a better Memphis.   

 

6.  Current Name:  Stonewall Avenue (Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” 

Jackson) 

General Stonewall Jackson (1824-1863) was a general in the Confederate army.  He successfully 

commanded a brigade at the first Battle of Bull Run and eventually became one of the most 

successful generals in the Confederacy. 

 

Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential 

community 

 

7.   Current Name:  Beauregard Avenue (P.G.T. Beauregard) 

General P.G.T. Beauregard (1818-1893) was a Confederate general.  He led the attack on Fort 

Sumter in South Carolina, which was the attack that started the Civil War.  

 

Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential 

community 
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8.   Current Name:  Manassas Avenue (excluding the section between 

Union Ave. and Madison Ave.; See #3) (First Battle of Bull Run or 

Manassas) 

The Battle of Bull Run (1861) is considered the first major battle of the U.S. Civil War.  It took 

place in Prince William County, Virginia, near the city of Manassas.  President Lincoln ordered 

General Irvin McDowell of the Union Army to mount an offensive attack to quickly end the war.  

However, the Confederate soldiers won.  The Confederate forces referred to the battle as the 

First Battle of Manassas. 

 

Proposed Name:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential 

community 

 

9.  Current Name:  Dixie Road 

Dixie is the name that generally refers to the Southern United States, especially the culture of the 

South after the Civil War that institutionalized racism and prejudice. 

 

PROPOSED NAME:  Initial recommendation by the surrounding residential 

community 

 

10.  Current Name:  Bellevue Tennis Center at Jesse Turner Park 

 

Proposed Name:  Teresa Jones Tennis Center (in honor of Judge Teresa 

Jones) 

Judge Teresa Jones (1960-2021) was one of Memphis’ distinguished public servants.  Her 

intelligence, her integrity and her prudence were her defining qualities, regardless of the position 

she held.  Judge Jones received a B.A. in Communications and Business from Lane College and 

a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Memphis law school.  Judge Jones performed at the 

highest level of achievement during her legal and public service careers.  She was chief 

prosecutor for the City of Memphis and was later appointed, and then elected, as Judge for 

Division 1 of the Memphis Municipal Court.  In addition to performing judicial duties, she was a 

school board member at Legacy Memphis City Schools (and Shelby County Schools) for 8 

years, including two years as Board chair.  
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Judge Jones gave willingly of her time to support other important causes.  She served on the 

Lane College Board of Trustees and on the Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation.  She was also an 

adjunct professor of law at the University of Memphis law school. 

Despite having an active public life, Judge Jones still found time for her personal passion:  She 

was an avid, competitive tennis player, and was an active member of the American Tennis 

Association.  It is fitting that she found a passion that could relieve her of her major, and 

sometimes stressful, commitments to public service.  

 

11.   Current Name:  Gaisman Community Center at Gaisman Park 

 

Proposed Name:  Memphis International Community Center  

The City of Memphis is renowned for its celebration of the rich cultural heritage of the various 

nationalities and racial/ethnic groups represented in the city’s population and in the world.   

Memphis cultural festivals include the Italian Festival (Marquette Park), the Greek Festival 

(Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church), the Juneteenth Celebration (Health Sciences and 

Douglass Parks), the Latino Memphis Festival (Overton Park), the Memphis in May 

International Festival (Tom Lee Park; various countries), Africa in April (Robert R. Church 

Park), and the Japanese Festival (Memphis Botanic Gardens).  Although these celebrations are 

held only once per year, they foster an appreciation of the people and cultures that contribute to 

the unity and vibrancy of the city and the country.  The City Council Renaming Commission 

recommends establishment of a permanent Memphis International Community Center within the 

Memphis Park Commission.   This center would extend the City of Memphis’ appreciation and 

recognition of international cultural traditions from a series of annual events and activities to a 

permanent program of year-round events and activities highlighting international cultural 

traditions.   We recommend locating this center at Gaisman Park and changing the name of the 

Gaisman Park Community Center to the Memphis International Community Center (MICC) at 

Gaisman Park.   

The purpose of the MICC Center would be to plan, implement and host international events and 

activities that all residents of Memphis can enjoy on a permanent, year-round basis.   We 

recommend locating the International Community Center at Gaisman Park because the park is 

located in one of the most internationally diverse neighborhoods in the city:  zip code 38122. The 

Latinx population in this zip code is 22.1%, which is the highest of any zip code in the city.  The 

Latinx population represents various countries in Latin America, including Mexico, Columbia, 

Guatemala, Venezuela and Honduras.   While there are some common cultural traditions among 

these countries, each one of them also has unique national traditions, resulting in zip code 38122 

becoming an international enclave within a racially and ethnically diverse zip code and city.   

Placing the MICC Center in the 38122 community would reinforce the community’s already-

existing international identity and communicate to the public the message that Memphis’ 

international community has a place in the city’s public space.    



 

10 
 

The Gaisman Park Community Center already engages in culturally diverse educational and 

recreational programming for community residents, and it would continue this programming 

throughout the year.   The new MICC center would also become the Park Commission’s site for 

implementing and hosting international educational and recreational programs and activities for 

the entire city.  Such activities could include weekly or monthly classes in conversational 

Spanish; in Japanese flower arrangement (Ikebana); in Asian or Caribbean cooking; in Latin 

music; in salsa, Tango, or Irish step dancing; or in African basket weaving.  Annual events could 

include holiday traditions around the world, or an international food or art festival. 

 

12.  Current Name:  Fourth Street (from Crump Avenue to Beale Street) 

 

Proposed Name:  Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street 

Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931) was an educator, journalist, civil rights activist, and women’s 

rights activist.   She was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi and attended Rust College.  Upon the 

death of her parents, she moved to Memphis, Tennessee to support herself and her siblings.   

Although she started working as a teacher in Memphis, the city is also where she began her 

lifelong career in investigative journalism and civil rights advocacy.  Ms. Wells-Barnett started 

working as a journalist for various local and national African American newspapers and began 

writing “controversial” articles on the violence and prejudice that existed during the Jim Crow 

era.  After observing the brutal killing of three African American men by a White mob in 

Memphis, Ms. Wells-Barnett began her life-long crusade of documenting and writing articles 

and editorials on the killing and lynching of African American men throughout the South.  She 

eventually published a pamphlet---The Red Record---on lynching and violence against African 

Americans since slavery.  After a White mob destroyed the building where her newspaper was 

located, Ms. Wells-Barnett left Memphis and relocated to Chicago, Illinois.  However, she 

continued to write and lecture about lynching and other atrocities directed at African Americans.  

In 2020 she was awarded a Pulitzer Prize special citation “[f]or her outstanding and courageous 

reporting on the horrific and vicious violence against African Americans during the era of 

lynching.” (Wikipedia)  

There were many dimensions to Ms. Wells-Barnett’s life.  She continued her career as a civil 

rights crusader, but also became involved in other important social issues, such as women’s 

rights.     Ms. Wells-Barnett and a White female colleague organized the Alpha Suffrage Club in 

Chicago, which focused on voting rights and political participation by African American women.   

She also participated in the national women’s suffrage movement, challenging the national 

movement to become more inclusive.  Finally, Ms. Wells-Barnett and her husband organized the 

National Fellowship League, an organization to support African American men who needed 

housing or other support or who were seeking employment opportunities.  Numerous awards 

have been created by various organizations in the name of Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and she was 

inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1988. 
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Ida B. Wells-Barnett was courageous, persistent, analytical and inquisitive, qualities that were 

necessary for the deep commitment to justice and equality that she exhibited during her lifetime.   

In 2021, the City of Memphis recognized her contributions and achievements by placing a statue 

of her in the City’s public space.  

 

13.   Place Markers for John Overton and Mayor E.H. Crump 

The Renaming Commission recommends that place markers be placed beside the statues of John 

Overton and E.H. Crump in Overton Park and that a marker for E.H. Crump be placed at the site 

of Crump Park.   The marker for John Overton would reflect both his history as a co-founder of 

the City of Memphis and his life as a slave owner.  The place marker for Mayor E.H. Crump 

would reflect both his political influence and dominance in Memphis and his active support of 

segregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  RESEARCH SOURCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


