




A RESOLUTION OPPOSING HB580/SB623 OF THE 112TH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

WHEREAS, on May 5th, 2021, the Tennessee General Assembly passed HB580/SB623, which includes a 

provision that prohibits local education associations (LEAs) or public charter schools and their teachers 

and other employees in the state from teaching “critical race theory;” and 

WHEREAS, critical race theory is defined as “interrogating the role of race and racism in society,” 

according to an article from the American Bar Association, and is a term coined by legal scholar Kimberlé 

Crenshaw, who has described critical race theory as a verb and not a noun, in that it is an everchanging 

practice to evaluate race and racism’s effects on societal systems; and 

WHEREAS, HB580/SB623 amended Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10 to add a 

section that states, in part, that “an LEA or public charter school shall not include or promote the 

following concepts as part of a course of instruction or in a curriculum or instructional program, or allow 

teachers or other employees of the LEA or public charter school to use supplemental instructional 

materials that include or promote the following concepts:…an individual, by virtue of the individual’s 

race or sex, is inherently privileged, racist, sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or subconsciously;” 

and 

WHEREAS, as part of HB580/SB623, state funding can be withheld from LEAs or public charter schools 

that violate this provision, and 

WHEREAS, the city of Memphis, the state of Tennessee, and the country as a whole still currently suffers 

from the impacts of race and racism in various societal systems, such as housing, healthcare, 

employment, education, finance, and many others, all items that would be forbidden as subjects of 

academic instruction under this law; and 

WHEREAS, any censoring of academic materials and instruction in public schools that denies the very 

real historical and current implications of race, racism, and sexism in society is revisionist in nature and 

seeks to overlook and silence the struggles and injustices that many citizens of Memphis and beyond 

have experienced firsthand; and 

WHEREAS, legislation such as HB580/SB623 robs Tennessee’s students of the ability to have academic 

discourse on relevant subject matter regarding race, racism, and sexism and its deleterious effects on 

specific racial and gender groups who have indeed faced and continue to face unfair hardships based on 

race or gender-based discrimination. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby oppose HB580/SB623 of 

the 112th Session of the General Assembly and recommend its veto by Governor Bill Lee. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby condemn further movement 

forward of this and similar legislation in the Tennessee General Assembly. 

 
Sponsor: 
Martavius Jones 
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