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DIVISION 4. DISPOSAL AND REMOVAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Sec. 9-56-30. Landlord or property owner's responsibility to notify the city regarding tenant 
property discarded onto city right-of-ways, easements, or property owned or 
maintained by the city after an eviction. 

Any landlord or property owner that discards personal property belonging to a tenant, including, but not 
limited to, household furniture, appliances, equipment, clothing, and any other type of personal property onto any 
city right-of-way, easement, or property owned or maintained by the city after an eviction must notify the division 
of solid waste by email or fax within 24 hours or the next business day of such eviction, and discard and remove 
such property in accordance with the provisions set forth in section 9-56-31.  

(Ord. No. 5707, § 15-30, 9-25-2018) 

Sec. 9-56-31. Disposal and removal of personal property discarded onto city right-of-ways, 
easements, or property owned or maintained by the city after an eviction. 

Any landlord or property owner that discards tenant property onto a city right-of-way, easement, or 
property owned or maintained by the city after an eviction must discard such property, excluding bulky items, in 
heavy duty trash bags or cardboard boxes in a neat and organized manner, and remove such property within 72 
hours of such eviction as a matter of health and public safety.  

(Ord. No. 5707, § 15-31, 9-25-2018) 

Sec. 9-56-32. Violations for failure to provide notice to city and to remove and dispose of 
personal property discarded onto city right-of-way. 

A. First offense violations. Any landlord or property owner that commits a first offense violation of sections 9-
56-30 or 9-56-31 shall be issued a courtesy citation and assessed the actual costs incurred by the city for the 
removal and disposal of such property.  

B. Second and subsequent violations. Any landlord or property owner that commits a second or subsequent 
violation of sections 9-56-30 or 9-56-31 shall be issued a misdemeanor citation in accordance with article 2 of 
this chapter and assessed the actual costs incurred by the city for the removal and disposal of such property. 
Each day that the discarded property remains in a city right-of-way, easement, or on property owned or 
maintained by the city in violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense punishable up to $50.00, 
plus costs, per offense.  

C. Disposal and removal costs. The actual costs of disposal and removal assessed by the city shall not be less 
than $50.00 and shall not exceed $1,000.00.  

(Ord. No. 5707, § 15-32, 9-25-2018) 
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Sec. 9-56-33. Disposal and removal by city. 

A. In addition to the penalties set forth in section 9-56-32, upon failure of any landlord or property owner to 
discard and remove such property in the manner set forth in section 9-56-31, the solid waste division is 
hereby authorized and directed to have such property removed and disposed, and to provide a statement of 
costs to the director of finance or his designee. A lien is hereby declared on such property for all costs and 
expenses incurred by the city provided that, such costs and expenses shall not exceed the amounts set forth 
in subsection 9-56-32.C.  

B. Upon receipt of the statement of costs of disposal and removal by the city, the director of finance or his 
designee may transmit a true copy thereof to the city attorney, who shall forthwith institute suit or take such 
other action as may be necessary to enforce the lien on such property.  

C. All uncollected costs for the current year shall be certified to the city treasurer on or before December 31 of 
each year. It shall be the duty of the city treasurer to collect, as a special tax, the amount so certified at the 
time city taxes levied against the property for which the disposal and removal was performed for the next 
succeeding year are collected. The cost of disposal and removal pursuant to this section is hereby declared to 
be a special tax to be collected as general taxes levied by the city.  

(Ord. No. 5707, § 15-33, 9-25-2018) 

Sec. 9-56-34. Responsibility of property owners, tenants, developers, and others that do not 
pay solid waste disposal fees for discarded items. 

A. The owner, responsible tenant, lessor, lessee, or developer of any commercial or residential property or real 
estate, including vacant lots and structures, which does not pay a monthly fee for solid waste services for 
such commercial or residential property or real estate shall be responsible for the removal of any debris, 
refuse, trash, or any other items placed at the curb, right-of-way or easement of the subject property.  

B. Any debris, refuse, trash or other items discarded onto the curb, right-of-way or easement of the property 
referenced herein shall be tagged by the division of solid waste, with notice to the owner or responsible 
person for the property to remove such debris or items of refuse within five days of the tagging. If the debris, 
refuse, trash and other items are not properly removed within the five-day period, the division of solid waste 
will remove all discarded items and bill the property owner or responsible party.  

(Ord. No. 5707, § 15-34, 9-25-2018) 

Secs. 9-56-35—9-5615-40. Reserved. 
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO.    
 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, § 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO PARTISAN 
ELECTIONS FOR THE OFFICES OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND TO 
REPEAL ALL PROVISIONS OF THE CITY’S CHARTER INCONSISTENT WITH THIS 
AMENDMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Tennessee Code Annotated § 2-13-208, provides that municipal elections shall 
be nonpartisan unless the municipality's charter specifically permits partisan elections. When a 
municipality's charter allows partisan elections, political parties may nominate candidates for 
municipal office by using the primary election provisions of Title 2 of Tennessee Code 
Annotated (the “Election Code”) or as otherwise authorized by the rules of the party; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis that the City of Memphis Charter be amended by ordinance as provided by Article XI, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee (Home Rule Amendment) for the purpose 
of permitting partisan elections for the Offices of the Mayor and Memphis City Council 
Members. 

 
Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State 
of Tennessee, as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this 
ordinance, shall be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the 
first state general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on August 1, 2024, and 
which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 

 
Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective 
as required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on August 1, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form  
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S1TADISHCOCR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S2NARE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
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Section 4. Proposal and preference. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested 
proposal and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
1st day of August, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
“ Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to read: 
‘ Elections for the Offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members shall be partisan, such 
that political parties, including but not limited to the Democratic and Republican parties, may 
nominate candidates for the offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members by using the 
primary election provisions of the Tennessee Election Code or as otherwise authorized by the 
rules of the party. All provisions of the Charter that are inconsistent with this charter amendment 
are repealed.’ ? 

 
I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have no impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    
AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    

 
Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 
Section 6. Certification of Results. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the 
result of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, 
who shall see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of 
Memphis. 

 
Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, if any. 

 
Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART4EXPRTALEPR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART5MABOCOGE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S6QUVO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S7INRUVO
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and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 
Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller 
at the same time and manner as required by the City’s Charter for all ordinances adopted by the 
City Council. 

 
Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take 
effect from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
CHAIRMAN: 
Martavius Jones 

 
 

 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S8OPCLPO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S10POFIINEL




















 

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) TO ALLOCATE $2.2 MILLION TO 
THE CITY OF MEMPHIS ADMINISTRATION FOR THE CREATION OF A PILOT PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was signed into law by the 
President. Section 9901 of ARPA amended Title VI of the Social Security Act to add section 602, which 
established the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund, and section 603, which established the 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (together, the Fiscal Recovery Funds). The Coronavirus Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds was established to provide support to local governments (“recipients”) to respond 
to the impacts of COVID-19 on communities, residents, and businesses; and  

 
WHEREAS, section 602(c)(1) and 603(c)(2) provides that funds may be used to:  
  
 A. To respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts, including 

assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, 
travel, and hospitality;  

 B. To respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers;  

 C. For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue due 
to the COVID-19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year 
prior to the emergency;  

 D. To make necessary investment in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Memphis City Council to ensure that the funds are spent in 

support of programs that support the vulnerable population, including the youth population of Memphis; 
the Council recognizes that this group was negatively impacted by the effects of COVID-19, the 
ramifications of which are still being felt; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council acknowledges that there is an influx of crime, particularly 

among children and teenagers, causing significant challenges and concerns in the City of Memphis; though 
the Memphis City Council and City of Memphis do not have direct oversight of the various school systems 
in the area, we recognize that the wellbeing and positive development of our children and youth are 
important priorities; and 

 
WHEREAS, we have heard crime presentations from the Memphis Police Department, reporting 

the young ages of perpetrators, and the expressions of many citizens stating that the City of Memphis 
lacked positive activities and mentorship programs to keep the youth engaged and ultimately decrease 
youth crime rates; and  

 
WHEREAS, Memphis has an extensive network of religious institutions located in every 

neighborhood that all have a common goal of providing help and resources to high-need areas throughout 
the city and the communities in which they are located, making them accessible to children residing in the 
local neighborhoods; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is imperative that the Memphis City Council act on this matter and provide the City 

of Memphis Administration the resources to offer Memphis City youth activities that will deter them from 
criminal involvement and promote positive decision-making. 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council hereby allocates $2,200,000 in 
ARPA funding to the City of Memphis Administration for the creation of a two-year pilot program for youth 
programming for children ages 5-17 to be facilitated by community religious institutions; the guidelines, 
evaluation tools, and parameters of the program shall be established by the Administration. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council requests that the City of Memphis 

Administration report on the pilot program's outcomes following its two-year completion. 
 

Sponsor:          
Patrice J. Robinson            
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