
 
WHEREAS, when worthy circumstances arise, the Memphis City Council has seen fit to honor and 

commemorate great citizens and organizations of this community for their contributions; the United States draws 
great strength and beauty from immigrant communities and this month we pay respect and admiration to the 
Hispanic community; and 

 
WHEREAS, nationally celebrated from September 15th to October 15th of each year, Hispanic Heritage 

Month, recognizes the far- ranging achievements and contributions, as well as histories and cultures of American 
citizens whose ancestors from Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America; the day of September 15th 
is significant because it is the anniversary of the independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua; in addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days 
on September 16th and 18th respectively; and   

 
WHEREAS, with a Hispanic population of over 60 million in the United States and over 65,000 with 

Hispanic backgrounds in Shelby County, we recognize the many cultural, social, political, artistic, and culinary 
contributions Hispanic communities have made as we see the influences in every aspect of our daily lives; and 

 
WHEREAS, to celebrate in Memphis this year, the Memphis City Council would like to highlight the 

work of four organizations within our city which promote the culture of the Hispanic community; Butron Media, 
is a media corporation made by Mexicans and for Hispanics that was founded in 1999 who pioneered Mexican 
ownership in mass media and radio digitization; Memphis Noticias, a local news organization founded in 2017 
that has been a vital source of reliable local news in Spanish for the immigrant community in Memphis, prioritizing 
subjects including immigration, local politics and crime; they also serve as a community platform, fostering 
connections and giving a voice to those who might otherwise go unheard; Cazateatro Bilingual Theatre Group, a 
multicultural, bilingual theatre group that presents an array of unique experiences. From vibrant cultural events 
such as Afro-Latino Week, Latin Fest 901, Día de los Muertos, and Christmas Fiesta to enriching programs like 
bilingual theatre productions, community workshops, and virtual programming; and the Memphis International 
Flea Market, who provide vendor spaces to entrepreneur minded individuals in their 60-acre facility located in the 
heart of North Memphis. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Memphis City Council recognizes September 15th 

to October 15th 2023 as 
 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
And joins the nation in celebrating the many achievements and contributions of the Hispanic 

community.  
 

 
 
Given by my hand and under the great seal 
of the City of Memphis this 10th day of 
October 2023. 

 
 
 

_________________________________
_ 

Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
        Member, Memphis City Council 
        District 7 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, when worthy circumstances arise, a member of the Memphis City Council will 
seek to honor and recognize organizations in the communities they serve and the Memphis Bar 
Association’s Access Justice Committee, is one such organization that is certainly worthy of 
recognition; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Access Justice Committee has consistently demonstrated an unwavering 

commitment to providing free legal services to those in need within our community; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Access Justice Committee, compromised of dedicated legal professionals, 

has contributed countless hours of pro bono legal work, making access to justice a reality for 
vulnerable and underserved individuals and organizations; and 

 
WHEREAS, October presents an opportunity to raise awareness about the critical role of 

pro bono legal services in ensuring equal access to justice for all members of our community; 
recognizing Pro Bono Month during October aligns with national efforts to promote and celebrate 
pro bono legal work, highlighting its significance in addressing legal disparities. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Memphis City Council hereby 

acknowledges and expresses its profound appreciation to the Memphis Bar Association’s Access 
Justice Committee for their outstanding pro bono legal work; October is officially declared “Pro 
Bono Month” within Memphis, Tennessee, recognizing the vital contributions of free, pro bono legal 
professionals and organizations; we encourage all legal professionals, law firms, and community 
organizations to participate in Pro Bono Month activities, including offering pro bono legal services, 
organizing legal education events, and raising awareness about the importance of equal access to 
justice. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon individuals, organizations, and institutions 

to join us in celebrating Pro Bono Month and supporting efforts to ensure justice or all. 
 
 
Given by my hand and under the great seal 
of the City of Memphis this 10th day of 
October 2023. 

 
 
 

_________________________________
_ 

Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
        Member, Memphis City Council 
        District 7 

 



WHEREAS, on occasion the Memphis City Council has seen fit to commemorate occasions that celebrate 
organizations who have contributed greatly to this community and whose culture has enhanced the diversity of 
our great city; the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of WDIA Radio Station is one such occasion that is 
certainly worthy of recognition; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the year 1947, historical personalities emerged that would go on to touch the lives and 

hearts of countless individuals in our community and beyond, signaling a new era in broadcasting; and 
 
WHEREAS, on this fortunate occasion, we celebrate the legacy and impact of WDIA Radio Station, the 

first radio station in the United States with an all African-American format, which has played a vital role in 
promoting cultural diversity, unity, and empowerment; and 

 
WHEREAS, for three quarters of a century, WDIA Radio Station has been a steadfast companion, 

providing music, information, and inspiration to generations, nurturing the growth of artists, amplifying important 
messages, and fostering a sense of belonging; and 

 
WHEREAS, the commitment of WDIA Radio Station to its listeners has remained unwavering, shaping 

culture, championing social justice, and giving voice to the voiceless, therefore making it an embodiment of 
community and resilience; and 

 
WHEREAS, the station’s unwavering support for homegrown talent, its contribution to music history, 

and its recognition as a pioneering institution in broadcasting have woven a rich cultural fabric within our city 
and left a permanent mark on the hearts and minds of its listeners; and 

 
WHEREAS, WDIA Radio Station has not only been a medium of entertainment but also a catalyst for 

positive change, addressing vital issues, providing platforms for community leaders, and fostering an environment 
of understanding and progress; and 

 
WHEREAS, on this occasion, we recognize the profound influence of WDIA Radio Station, its role in 

shaping conversations and perspectives, and its continued efforts to empower and uplift individuals from all walks 
of life. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council hereby recognizes and 

celebrates  
 

WDIA RADIO STATION 
 

 on its 75th Anniversary and encourages all citizens to join in the celebration of this significant milestone. 
 
 

Given by my hand and under the 
great seal of the City of Memphis 
this 10th day of October 2023. 

  

         _______________________________ 
         Martavius D. Jones 
         Chairman, Memphis City Council 
         Super District 8-3 



1  

REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO.    
 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, § 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO PARTISAN 
ELECTIONS FOR THE OFFICES OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND TO 
REPEAL ALL PROVISIONS OF THE CITY’S CHARTER INCONSISTENT WITH THIS 
AMENDMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Tennessee Code Annotated § 2-13-208, provides that municipal elections shall 
be nonpartisan unless the municipality's charter specifically permits partisan elections. When a 
municipality's charter allows partisan elections, political parties may nominate candidates for 
municipal office by using the primary election provisions of Title 2 of Tennessee Code 
Annotated (the “Election Code”) or as otherwise authorized by the rules of the party; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis that the City of Memphis Charter be amended by ordinance as provided by Article XI, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee (Home Rule Amendment) for the purpose 
of permitting partisan elections for the Offices of the Mayor and Memphis City Council 
Members. 

 
Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State 
of Tennessee, as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this 
ordinance, shall be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the 
first state general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on August 1, 2024, and 
which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 

 
Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective 
as required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on August 1, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form  
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S1TADISHCOCR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S2NARE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
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Section 4. Proposal and preference. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested 
proposal and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
1st day of August, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
“ Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to read: 
‘ Elections for the Offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members shall be partisan, such 
that political parties, including but not limited to the Democratic and Republican parties, may 
nominate candidates for the offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members by using the 
primary election provisions of the Tennessee Election Code or as otherwise authorized by the 
rules of the party. All provisions of the Charter that are inconsistent with this charter amendment 
are repealed.’ ? 

 
I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have no impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    
AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    

 
Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 
Section 6. Certification of Results. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the 
result of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, 
who shall see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of 
Memphis. 

 
Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, if any. 

 
Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART4EXPRTALEPR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART5MABOCOGE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S6QUVO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S7INRUVO
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and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 
Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller 
at the same time and manner as required by the City’s Charter for all ordinances adopted by the 
City Council. 

 
Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take 
effect from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
CHAIRMAN: 
Martavius Jones 

 
 

 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S8OPCLPO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S10POFIINEL
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI,§ 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO APPLICATION OF 
CITY CHARTER REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. 1794 TO CITY MUNCICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

 
 
WHEREAS, by decree of the United States District Court, the Court found that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, with regard to the City's offices of 
Mayor, city judges and the then existing six at large council seats caused minority vote dilution 
denying black citizens of Memphis the same opportunity as white citizens to elect representatives of 
their choice; 
 
WHEREAS, the same court entered a separate consent decree approving a remedy with regard to the 
application of the majority run-off provision in the City's Charter with regard  to the offices of the 
City Council, which was ratified by the citizens of Memphis in Referendum Ordinance No. 4346 on 
November 5, 1996; 
 
WHEREAS, in the thirty-two years following the 1991 federal court decree, the City Council has not 
heretofore proposed any referendum with regard to the application of the majority run-off provision 
in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, to the office of Mayor; 
 
WHEREAS due to large number of persons that qualified for election in the October 5, 2023 City general 
municipal for the Office of Mayor, it is deemed necessary to insure that a winning candidate for the Office 
of Mayor  obtain a majority of the votes cast in the general election or run-off, if necessary, to prevent a 
Mayor being elected by a small plurality of the votes cast in the general election; 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable to allow the citizens of Memphis to decide whether continuation 
of the exclusion of the Office of Mayor from the application of the majority run-off provision in the 
City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, is in the best interests of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis. 
 

Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee, 
as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this ordinance, shall 
be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the first state 
general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on November 8, 2022, and which 
shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 
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Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this Ordinance, 
as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of the 
Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council.  

 

Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective as 
required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on November 5, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form 
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

 
Section 4. Proposal and preference. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested proposal 
and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
5th day of November, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
"Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to provide that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, shall apply to any election for 
the office of Mayor." 

 
 

I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 

certify that the foregoing amendment shall have ________ impact on  the 

annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 
 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    

AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    
 

Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall Jake effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 

Section 6. Certification of Results. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the result 
of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, who shall 
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see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of Memphis. 
 

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024 and for the cost of seeking a 
declaratory judgment as to the enforceability of proposed amendment if approved by the 
qualified voters of the City. 

 

Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 
and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 

Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published  by the Comptroller 
at the same time and manner as required by the City's Charter for all ordinances adopted by the 
City Council. 

 

Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take effect 
from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
SPONSOR: 
Councilman JB Smiley, Jr. 

 
 
 

MARTAVIUS JONES 
CHAIRMAN 















































































AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 41- WRECKERS OR TOWING OPERATORS OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, SO AS TO UPDATE FEES PRESCRIBED 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council strives to ensure our laws are clear, current and relevant to keep our 
citizens safe and best serve our business community, assisting them in operating in accord with the laws 
contained within the Tennessee Code Annotated and the Code of Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis has a significant governmental interest in protecting the health, safety and 
welfare of the general public and preserving the public order; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 41 of the Code of Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee, allows the Memphis City Council 
to define, prohibit, regulate, or abate acts, omissions, or conditions, detrimental to the health, safety, or 
welfare of the public, and the peace and dignity of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the fees charged for non-consensual wreckers and towing operators within the City of Memphis 
have not been updated since 2006; in contrast, the cost of doing business has steadily risen since 2006, and 
current inflation and materials pricing have raised that cost even higher; and 

WHEREAS, steady or increasing calls for service, coupled with space and staffing shortages at the City of 
Memphis Impound Lot require Towing Company drivers to spend more time dropping vehicles on the lot, 
thus further eroding the profitability of the business; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council has heard the pleas of the city’s Towing Operators to raise fees 
for their service to sustainable levels; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 
Section 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 41 - Wreckers and 
Towing Operators, of the Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Article 1, Section 41-2. Definitions.   
 
Extra Winching means a tow that requires the use of more cable than prescribed for each Class of wrecker 
in Section 41-4.  
 
Holiday hours means any paid holiday recognized by the U.S. Federal or Tennessee State Governments.  
 
Night hours means the hours between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. daily.  
 
Weekend hours means the hours between 6:00 p.m. Friday and 7:00 a.m. Monday.  
 
 
Article 1, Section 41-5. Wrecker classifications.  
 
A. Class A. For towing passenger cars, pickup trucks, small trailers or other vehicles having a gross 
vehicle weight of zero through 7,000 pounds and meeting the following requirements:  
 
B.  Class B. For towing medium-size trucks, trailers, or other vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of 
7,001 pounds through 11,000 pounds and meeting the following requirements:  



Article 1, Section 41-6. Wrecker Fees Prescribed 
 
The following fees shall apply for each class of wrecker services providing non-consensual tow services:  

A. Class A Wrecker Service: The maximum charge for Class A wrecker services, except in those instances 
which require the use of heavy-duty equipment as provided for in paragraph (2)(a) of this section, shall be 
as follows within the corporate limits of the city: 

For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota 
the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must 
be towed to the lot and not related to recovery of vehicles submerged in water and, or off the road by 200 
feet.  

  

 Recovery Base Rate 

Wrecker Class Towed  Wrecked  

A $225.00 $275.00  

Extra Winching  $100.00 one-time fee $100.00 one time-fee 

The applicable fee shall include the point of final destination given to the wrecker driver in accordance with 
section 41-12(a). 

B. Class B and C wrecker service fees shall apply as follows:  

For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota 
the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must 
be towed to the lot and not related to recovery of vehicles submerged in water and, or off the road by 200 
feet.  

 
  Recovery Base Rate 

Wrecker Class  Towed  Wrecked  
B Straight Trucks, Vans, etc.: $370.00 $475.00 
B Extra Winching  $300.00 one-time  $300.00 one time  

    
Wrecker Class  Towed Wrecked  

C Tandem-Axle, Not Loaded: $430.00 $535.00 
C Tandem-Axle, Loaded: $465.00 $575.00 
 Recreational Vehicles:   
C 25 Feet & Under in Length $370.00 $460.00 
C Over 25 Feet in Length: $505.00 $610.00 
C Buses (Large): $505.00 $610.00 
C Extra Winching  $450.00 one-time fee $450.00 one-time fee  

The fee for the use of a licensed driver helper for Class B wreckers shall not exceed $60.00/hour and for Class 
C wreckers shall not exceed $100.00/hour.  

 

 



Fee To Drop Vehicle Before Departing. 
 
If the owner or operator of the vehicle is present and removes the vehicle to be towed from the premises 
before it is connected to the towing vehicle, the owner or operator shall not be charged any fee. If the 
owner or operator of the vehicle is present after the towing vehicle has been connected to the vehicle to 
be towed, the vehicle shall not be towed, but the owner or operator of the vehicle shall be liable for a 
reasonable fee not to exceed seventy-five dollars ($75.00), in lieu of towing, provided the owner or 
operator of the vehicle forthwith removes the vehicle from the premises. A vehicle shall be deemed 
connected if every procedure required to secure the vehicle to the wrecker or wrecker equipment so that 
the vehicle may be safely towed has been completed at the time the owner or operator arrives, including 
the attachment of any safety chains. In the event that a tow is disregarded, the wrecker owner/operator 
responding to the call shall be rotated back to the top of the City's Wrecker Rotation List. 
 
Bi-Annual Fee Review 
 
The fees prescribed in this Chapter, including the foregoing and any prescribed in the Chapter’s subsequent 
Articles or Sections, shall be subject to review by the Memphis City Council once every two years, to ensure 
parity with Towing Operator business costs. 
 
Section 41-7. City Impound Lot Storage Fees, Private Lot Fees, and Administrative Fees 
 
(a) A one-time administrative fee of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) will be assessed for each tow ticket 
processed at the Memphis Police Department (City Impound Lot Facility or private tow lot), after the first 
72-hours of impoundment. Such fee shall be charged to the consumer. 
 
(b) The storage of a vehicle (excepting tractor trailer trucks) by a wrecker operator on a private tow lot or any 

municipally operated vehicle storage or impound lot shall be thirty dollars ($30.00) for each twenty-four (24) 
hour period, or fraction thereof, after the first two (2) hours of impoundment. All vehicles that have been 
damaged in an accident and cannot be safely driven shall be towed. Such vehicles shall be removed from the 
scene of the accident by a wrecker service owner or operator and towed to such wrecker owner or 
operator's private wrecker lot, provided that, such wrecker owner or operator has not been notified by 
the Memphis Police Department that the vehicle is needed for evidentiary or investigative purposes. 

 
(c) The storage fee for tractor trailer trucks on a private tow lot or any municipally operated vehicle storage 

or impound lot shall be sixty dollars ($60.00) for the rig and sixty dollars ($60.00) for the trailer, for each 
twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof. All vehicles must be stored behind the fence of the vehicle 
storage lot. 

 
(d) In the case of private property impound (PPI) tows (also known as towaways), the fee shall be      
limited to no more than two hours. In the case that a trailer is attached to the driving vehicle, the 
fee amount shall apply to the driving vehicle and the attached trailer as a single unit. No additional 
fees may be charged for using dollies, trailers, lifts, slim jim or any other equipment, services, or 
licensed drive helpers.  

 
(e) A “Gate Fee” of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be charged to release any car from a private tow lot or any 
municipally operated vehicle storage or impound lot during night, weekend, or holiday hours. A gate fee 
and daily storage fee may not be charged for the same day.  

 
 



Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any 
of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the 
remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
Section 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect after having been passed by 
City Council, signed by the Chair of Council, certified and delivered to the office of the Mayor in writing by 
the comptroller, and becomes effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
Sponsor: 
Ford Canale



Resolution requesting the Finance Division to reverse the unauthorized debit from the City 

Council Division for $350,000.00 and comply with Resolution to allocate $350,000 to The 

Works, Inc. as approved on June 13, 2023. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council approved a resolution on June 13, 2023, to allocate and 

appropriate $350,000 to The Works, Inc., from the unassigned fund balance for FY23; and  

WHEREAS, an unauthorized $350,000 transaction was debited from the City Council 

budget the week of July 24, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the aforementioned transaction does not comply with the clear, written, and 

approved intent of the June 13, 2023, resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the Finance Division was unresponsive to Council inquiries about the 

unauthorized $350,000 transaction debited from the Council Division, and it is the intent of the 

Council that this error be remedied. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby request 

the Finance Division to reverse the unauthorized $350,000 debit from the Council division 

executed the week of July 24. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby 

request the Finance Division to allocate and appropriate $350,000 to The Works, Inc., from the 

unassigned fund balance for FY23 in accordance with Attachment A, a resolution approved on 

June 13, 2023. 

 

Sponsor(s): 

Martavius Jones, Chairman  



Resolution to allocate $350,000 to The Works, Inc. 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that partnership is necessary to ensure that all 
communities in the City of Memphis are developed and improved for the benefit of the people of 
Memphis; as such the Council is committed to supporting projects and organizations that assist in 
the development of neighborhoods and increasing the impact on those who live in those 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, The Works, Inc., now seeks to acquire a property located near Oakville 
Baptist Church to develop and maintain the property for the benefit of the Parkway Village 
community and to decrease the blight that takes place in that area; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Council to assist the nonprofit in that acquisition and 
maintenance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby 
allocate and appropriate $350,000 to The Works, Inc., from the unassigned fund balance for FY23. 

Sponsor(s): 

Chase Carlisle 

Jana Swearengen-Washington 

JB Smiley, Jr. 

Dr. Jeff Warren 

that the foregoing is a true 
was ~~,,..,.,.,,., approved by the 

of the City of Memphis in regular 
SGS~;ion on 

Attachment A


















































	TOWING FEE ORDINANCE RED COPY.pdf
	NOW, THEREFORE,
	Article 1, Section 41-6. Wrecker Fees Prescribed
	The following fees shall apply for each class of wrecker services providing non-consensual tow services:
	For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must be towed to the lot and not relate...
	The applicable fee shall include the point of final destination given to the wrecker driver in accordance with section 41-12(a).
	B. Class B and C wrecker service fees shall apply as follows:
	For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must be towed to the lot and not relate...
	The fee for the use of a licensed driver helper for Class B wreckers shall not exceed $60.00/hour and for Class C wreckers shall not exceed $100.00/hour.
	Fee To Drop Vehicle Before Departing.
	Bi-Annual Fee Review
	Section 41-7. City Impound Lot Storage Fees, Private Lot Fees, and Administrative Fees




