




















SUBSTITUTE ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15, SECTION 15-12, OF THE 

MEMPHIS CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING SOLID WASTE FEES FOR 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL  

WHEREAS, Ordinance 5707 of the Memphis Code of Ordinances, created Chapter 15, 

establishing a Solid Waste Division as a division of city government and established a Solid 

Waste Director; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 15 of the Memphis Code of Ordinances, the Solid Waste 

Division maintains jurisdiction over residential and commercial solid waste collection, 

transportation, and disposal; 

WHEREAS, the services provided by the Solid Waste Division are critical to the citizens of 

Memphis and warrant revision and adequate funding; 

WHEREAS, the benefits of adequate funding of these services include personnel, equipment, 

facilities, and services used to safely collect and dispose of solid waste; 

WHEREAS, the existing rate structure does not adequately fund the service delivery model; 

Section 1. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL AS 

FOLLOWS that Chapter 15, Article 1, Section 15-12, be amended to change the solids 

waste fees for the collection and disposal of solid waste:  

Sec. 15-12. - Solid waste fees for collection and disposal. 

The following monthly fees are established for the collection, removal or disposal of solid waste: 

Residential units, including single-family dwellings, mobile homes, duplexes, triplexes, 

quadruplexes, apartment units with seven units or less, for each unit thereof 1. 

$41.05 

Additional carts for residential units may be leased for, each 2. $10.00  

Apartment houses provided with non-mechanized collection, for each unit thereof ** $33.26 

Apartment houses and mobile homes with centralized, mechanized collection for each unit 

thereof ** 

$21.63 

Commercial businesses, churches, boardinghouses with three or more living quarters, and other institutions 

shall be charged the appropriate commercial rate based upon weekly containerized volume: 

Gallons Monthly Fee 

0-180 $109.11 

181-360 $206.91 

361-780 $420.75 

781-1,200 $571.25 

1,201-1,800 $797.48 

1,801-3,600 $1,307.83 

3,601-5,400 $2,087.96 

5,401-7,200 $2,866.12 



Notes: 

1. Residential customers will be assigned a minimum of one (1) 90-gallon garbage cart and 

one (1) 90-gallon recycle cart, for a total of two (2) carts. Residential customers must have 

at least one (1) 90-gallon garbage cart. Residential customers in this category will be 

eligible for a reduced fee in the amount of $10.28 if they meet the following criteria: Head 

of household, have an active utility account in their name, are at least 65 years of age or 

100 percent (100%) disabled and have a gross household income of $25,000.00 per year or 

less. 

2. Households qualifying for the reduced fee, which generate more waste than what can be 

contained in one 90-gallon garbage cart per week, may request an additional city cart 

through the cart lease program, and pay the normal monthly fee. 

**This item may be adjusted as necessary by resolution with a recommendation of the director 

of solid waste and approval of the city council. 

Section 2. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any of these 

sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts is held unconstitutional or void, the 

remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2024, so as to coincide 

with the monthly billing cycles of Memphis Light Gas and Water. 

Sponsor: Administration 

       ______________________________ 

Martavius Jones 

CHAIRMAN 

7,201-9,000 $3,645.27 

9,001-10,800 $4,412.85 

10,801-12,600 $5,202.29 
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO.    
 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, § 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO PARTISAN 
ELECTIONS FOR THE OFFICES OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND TO 
REPEAL ALL PROVISIONS OF THE CITY’S CHARTER INCONSISTENT WITH THIS 
AMENDMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Tennessee Code Annotated § 2-13-208, provides that municipal elections shall 
be nonpartisan unless the municipality's charter specifically permits partisan elections. When a 
municipality's charter allows partisan elections, political parties may nominate candidates for 
municipal office by using the primary election provisions of Title 2 of Tennessee Code 
Annotated (the “Election Code”) or as otherwise authorized by the rules of the party; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis that the City of Memphis Charter be amended by ordinance as provided by Article XI, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee (Home Rule Amendment) for the purpose 
of permitting partisan elections for the Offices of the Mayor and Memphis City Council 
Members. 

 
Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State 
of Tennessee, as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this 
ordinance, shall be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the 
first state general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on August 1, 2024, and 
which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 

 
Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective 
as required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on August 1, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form  
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S1TADISHCOCR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S2NARE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
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Section 4. Proposal and preference. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested 
proposal and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
1st day of August, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
“ Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to read: 
‘ Elections for the Offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members shall be partisan, such 
that political parties, including but not limited to the Democratic and Republican parties, may 
nominate candidates for the offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members by using the 
primary election provisions of the Tennessee Election Code or as otherwise authorized by the 
rules of the party. All provisions of the Charter that are inconsistent with this charter amendment 
are repealed.’ ? 

 
I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have no impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    
AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    

 
Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 
Section 6. Certification of Results. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the 
result of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, 
who shall see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of 
Memphis. 

 
Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, if any. 

 
Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART4EXPRTALEPR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART5MABOCOGE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S6QUVO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S7INRUVO
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and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 
Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller 
at the same time and manner as required by the City’s Charter for all ordinances adopted by the 
City Council. 

 
Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take 
effect from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
CHAIRMAN: 
Martavius Jones 

 
 

 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S8OPCLPO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S10POFIINEL
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI,§ 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO APPLICATION OF 
CITY CHARTER REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. 1794 TO CITY MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

 
 
WHEREAS, by decree of the United States District Court, the Court found that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, with regard to the City's offices of 
Mayor, city judges and the then existing six at large council seats caused minority vote dilution 
denying black citizens of Memphis the same opportunity as white citizens to elect representatives of 
their choice; 
 
WHEREAS, the same court entered a separate consent decree approving a remedy with regard to the 
application of the majority run-off provision in the City's Charter with regard to the offices of the 
City Council, which was ratified by the citizens of Memphis in Referendum Ordinance No. 4346 on 
November 5, 1996; 
 
WHEREAS, in the thirty-two years following the 1991 federal court decree, the City Council has not 
heretofore proposed any referendum with regard to the application of the majority run-off provision 
in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, to the office of Mayor; 
 
WHEREAS, due to large number of persons that qualified for election in the October 5, 2023 City general 
municipal for the Office of Mayor, it is deemed necessary to insure that a winning candidate for the Office 
of Mayor obtain a majority of the votes cast in the general election or run-off, if necessary, to prevent a 
Mayor being elected by a small plurality of the votes cast in the general election; 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable to allow the citizens of Memphis to decide whether continuation 
of the exclusion of the Office of Mayor from the application of the majority run-off provision in the 
City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, is in the best interests of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis. 
 

Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee, 
as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this ordinance, shall 
be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the first state 
general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on November 5, 2024, and which 
shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 
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Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this Ordinance, 
as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of the 
Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 

Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective as 
required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on November 5, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form 
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

 
Section 4. Proposal and preference. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested proposal 
and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
5th day of November, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
"Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to provide that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, shall apply to any election for 
the office of Mayor." 

 
 

I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have ________ impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    

AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    
 

Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 

Section 6. Certification of Results. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the result 
of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, who shall 
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see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of Memphis. 
 

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024 and for the cost of seeking a 
declaratory judgment as to the enforceability of proposed amendment if approved by the 
qualified voters of the City. 

 

Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 
and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 

Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller at 
the same time and manner as required by the City's Charter for all ordinances adopted by the City 
Council. 

 

Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take effect 
from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
SPONSORS: 
JB Smiley, Jr. 
Cheyenne Johnson 
Rhonda Logan 
Dr. Jeff Warren 

 
 

MARTAVIUS JONES 
CHAIRMAN 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 41- WRECKERS OR TOWING OPERATORS OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, SO AS TO UPDATE FEES PRESCRIBED 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council strives to ensure our laws are clear, current and relevant to keep our 
citizens safe and best serve our business community, assisting them in operating in accord with the laws 
contained within the Tennessee Code Annotated and the Code of Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis has a significant governmental interest in protecting the health, safety and 
welfare of the general public and preserving the public order; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 41 of the Code of Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee, allows the Memphis City Council 
to define, prohibit, regulate, or abate acts, omissions, or conditions, detrimental to the health, safety, or 
welfare of the public, and the peace and dignity of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the fees charged for non-consensual wreckers and towing operators within the City of Memphis 
have not been updated since 2006; in contrast, the cost of doing business has steadily risen since 2006, and 
current inflation and materials pricing have raised that cost even higher; and 

WHEREAS, steady or increasing calls for service, coupled with space and staffing shortages at the City of 
Memphis Impound Lot require Towing Company drivers to spend more time dropping vehicles on the lot, 
thus further eroding the profitability of the business; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council has heard the pleas of the city’s Towing Operators to raise fees 
for their service to sustainable levels; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 
Section 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 41 - Wreckers and 
Towing Operators, of the Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Article 1, Section 41-2. Definitions.   
 
Extra Winching means a tow that requires the use of more cable than prescribed for each Class of wrecker 
in Section 41-4.  
 
Holiday hours means any paid holiday recognized by the U.S. Federal or Tennessee State Governments.  
 
Night hours means the hours between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. daily.  
 
Weekend hours means the hours between 6:00 p.m. Friday and 7:00 a.m. Monday.  
 
 
Article 1, Section 41-5. Wrecker classifications.  
 
A. Class A. For towing passenger cars, pickup trucks, small trailers or other vehicles having a gross 
vehicle weight of zero through 7,000 pounds and meeting the following requirements:  
 
B.  Class B. For towing medium-size trucks, trailers, or other vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of 
7,001 pounds through 11,000 pounds and meeting the following requirements:  



Article 1, Section 41-6. Wrecker Fees Prescribed 
 
The following fees shall apply for each class of wrecker services providing non-consensual tow services:  

A. Class A Wrecker Service: The maximum charge for Class A wrecker services, except in those instances 
which require the use of heavy-duty equipment as provided for in paragraph (2)(a) of this section, shall be 
as follows within the corporate limits of the city: 

For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota 
the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must 
be towed to the lot and not related to recovery of vehicles submerged in water and, or off the road by 200 
feet.  

  

 Recovery Base Rate 

Wrecker Class Towed  Wrecked  

A $225.00 $275.00  

Extra Winching  $100.00 one-time fee $100.00 one time-fee 

The applicable fee shall include the point of final destination given to the wrecker driver in accordance with 
section 41-12(a). 

B. Class B and C wrecker service fees shall apply as follows:  

For the purposes of this section, “towed” vehicles are vehicles which can be driven but are towed to the lota 
the request of the owner or police office. “Wrecked” vehicles are vehicles which cannot be driven and must 
be towed to the lot and not related to recovery of vehicles submerged in water and, or off the road by 200 
feet.  

 
  Recovery Base Rate 

Wrecker Class  Towed  Wrecked  
B Straight Trucks, Vans, etc.: $370.00 $475.00 
B Extra Winching  $300.00 one-time  $300.00 one time  

    
Wrecker Class  Towed Wrecked  

C Tandem-Axle, Not Loaded: $430.00 $535.00 
C Tandem-Axle, Loaded: $465.00 $575.00 
 Recreational Vehicles:   
C 25 Feet & Under in Length $370.00 $460.00 
C Over 25 Feet in Length: $505.00 $610.00 
C Buses (Large): $505.00 $610.00 
C Extra Winching  $450.00 one-time fee $450.00 one-time fee  

The fee for the use of a licensed driver helper for Class B wreckers shall not exceed $60.00/hour and for Class 
C wreckers shall not exceed $100.00/hour.  

 

 



Fee To Drop Vehicle Before Departing. 
 
If the owner or operator of the vehicle is present and removes the vehicle to be towed from the premises 
before it is connected to the towing vehicle, the owner or operator shall not be charged any fee. If the 
owner or operator of the vehicle is present after the towing vehicle has been connected to the vehicle to 
be towed, the vehicle shall not be towed, but the owner or operator of the vehicle shall be liable for a 
reasonable fee not to exceed seventy-five dollars ($75.00), in lieu of towing, provided the owner or 
operator of the vehicle forthwith removes the vehicle from the premises. A vehicle shall be deemed 
connected if every procedure required to secure the vehicle to the wrecker or wrecker equipment so that 
the vehicle may be safely towed has been completed at the time the owner or operator arrives, including 
the attachment of any safety chains. In the event that a tow is disregarded, the wrecker owner/operator 
responding to the call shall be rotated back to the top of the City's Wrecker Rotation List. 
 
Bi-Annual Fee Review 
 
The fees prescribed in this Chapter, including the foregoing and any prescribed in the Chapter’s subsequent 
Articles or Sections, shall be subject to review by the Memphis City Council once every two years, to ensure 
parity with Towing Operator business costs. 
 
Section 41-7. City Impound Lot Storage Fees, Private Lot Fees, and Administrative Fees 
 
(a) A one-time administrative fee of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) will be assessed for each tow ticket 
processed at the Memphis Police Department (City Impound Lot Facility or private tow lot), after the first 
72-hours of impoundment. Such fee shall be charged to the consumer. 
 
(b) The storage of a vehicle (excepting tractor trailer trucks) by a wrecker operator on a private tow lot or any 

municipally operated vehicle storage or impound lot shall be thirty dollars ($30.00) for each twenty-four (24) 
hour period, or fraction thereof, after the first two (2) hours of impoundment. All vehicles that have been 
damaged in an accident and cannot be safely driven shall be towed. Such vehicles shall be removed from the 
scene of the accident by a wrecker service owner or operator and towed to such wrecker owner or 
operator's private wrecker lot, provided that, such wrecker owner or operator has not been notified by 
the Memphis Police Department that the vehicle is needed for evidentiary or investigative purposes. 

 
(c) The storage fee for tractor trailer trucks on a private tow lot or any municipally operated vehicle storage 

or impound lot shall be sixty dollars ($60.00) for the rig and sixty dollars ($60.00) for the trailer, for each 
twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof. All vehicles must be stored behind the fence of the vehicle 
storage lot. 

 
(d) In the case of private property impound (PPI) tows (also known as towaways), the fee shall be      
limited to no more than two hours. In the case that a trailer is attached to the driving vehicle, the 
fee amount shall apply to the driving vehicle and the attached trailer as a single unit. No additional 
fees may be charged for using dollies, trailers, lifts, slim jim or any other equipment, services, or 
licensed drive helpers.  

 
(e) A “Gate Fee” of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be charged to release any car from a private tow lot or any 
municipally operated vehicle storage or impound lot during night, weekend, or holiday hours. A gate fee 
and daily storage fee may not be charged for the same day.  

 
 



Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any 
of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the 
remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
Section 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect after having been passed by 
City Council, signed by the Chair of Council, certified and delivered to the office of the Mayor in writing by 
the comptroller, and becomes effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
Sponsor: 
Ford Canale











 

 

WHEREAS, on occasion the Memphis City Council has seen fit to honor citizens who have enriched the community, and 

Bishop E. Lynn Brown, a distinguished figure in the City of Memphis and beyond, is one such citizen whose memory is certainly 

worthy of honoring; and  

 

WHEREAS, emerging from Madison County, Tennessee, Bishop E. Lynn Brown's academic achievements included a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from Lane College in Jackson, a Master of Divinity degree from Phillips School of Theology at the 

Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, and the completion of doctoral studies at the esteemed McCormick Theological 

Seminary in Chicago; additionally, he held a cherished membership within the first black intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity, Alpha 

Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1986, Bishop Brown was elected as the 46th Bishop of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, he assumed 

the esteemed role of presiding prelate of the Ninth Episcopal District, a vast territory encompassing the regions of California, Arizona, 

New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Washington, and Alaska; and demonstrating extraordinary leadership and commitment to his faith, 

he was also assigned to the Second Episcopal District comprised of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bishop Brown's extraordinary journey, characterized by his selfless dedication to the community and passionate 

advocacy for social justice throughout the 1980s and 1990s, was demonstrated through his early involvement in the civil rights 

movement alongside the distinguished Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; he also dedicated himself to teaching at LeMoyne-Owen College, 

imparting knowledge and wisdom to future generations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bishop Brown's powerful oratory and musical talents resonated deeply with all who had the privilege of hearing 

him speak and sing; his voice carried messages of inspiration, hope, and unity across denominational boundaries; he served as the CME’s 

general secretary of the Board of Publication Services as well as the pastor of Greenwood CME Church, Mt. Pisgah Church and founder 

of Temple of Love CME Church, all of which are located in Memphis; in his honor, a choir and scholarship fund were established at 

Mt. Pisgah, reflecting the profound impact of his unwavering commitment to improving the lives of others; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 2019, Bishop Brown transitioned from this world, concluding a life distinguished by exceptional service, 

unwavering community engagement, and an unyielding commitment to social justice; he was the beloved husband of Gladys S. Brown 

and father of Donna Brown, Cheronda Brown Guyton and Rev. Alonzo Victor Brown; Alonzo preceded him in death; and 

 

WHEREAS, in recognition of his profound influence, unwavering dedication, and extraordinary contributions, we hereby 

honor and celebrate the life and legacy of Bishop E. Lynn Brown, a beacon of hope, a champion of justice, and a beloved figure whose 

impact will forever be imprinted in the City of Memphis’ history. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Memphis City Council that Marechalneil Street between Park Avenue and 

Spottswood Avenue be designated as    

 

Bishop E. Lynn Brown Street 
 

in honor of his commitment to the betterment of people, justice, and community, leaving a permanent mark in the City of Memphis.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs designating this public road, 

effective with the passage of this resolution. 

 

 

Given by my hand and under the                    

                                                                            great seal of the City of Memphis                                                                   

                                                                            this 7th day of November, 2023.      

      

                                                                                                                                                            

____________________________ 

         Cheyenne Johnson  

         Memphis City Councilwoman  
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