
 

WHEREAS, on occasion the Memphis City Council has seen fit to recognize individuals 
who have enriched the community, and Lashell Vaughn is certainly worthy of recognition; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lashell Vaughn, Vice President & Chief Information Officer for Memphis 

Light, Gas and Water, has exemplified remarkable leadership in the Information Technology 
industry for over thirty years; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lashell Vaughn served as the Chairman of the Utility Technology 

Association from 2020-2021, showcasing her commitment to advancing the field; and 
 
WHEREAS, holding a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science from Mississippi State 

University and a Master of Science in Telecommunication and Information Systems from 
Christian Brothers University, Lashell Vaughn's academic achievements underscore her 
dedication to excellence; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lashell Vaughn is a life member of esteemed organizations including the 

NAACP, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Girl Scouts of the USA, and Jack & Jill of 
America, demonstrating her devotion to community service and mentorship; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lashell Vaughn's involvement in Girls Friends of America, Memphis 

Rotary, Leadership Memphis, and numerous professional organizations such as the Society of 
Information Management, the Institute of Electronics Engineers, Inc., the American Society for 
Engineering Education, and the National Association of Professional Women, reflects her 
unwavering commitment to personal and professional development; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lashell Vaughn's recent recognition as one of The Top 50 Women Leaders 

of Tennessee for 2023 and the CodeCrew, Inc. 3rd Annual ExCITE Award as Chief Information 
Officer of the Year are a testament to her exceptional leadership and impact. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council shares in officially 
recognizing Lashell Vaughn as one of the Top 50 Women Leaders of Tennessee for the year 2023 
by Women We Admire; we applaud her outstanding contributions, leadership, and dedication to 
the fields of information technology and community service.  

 
 

Given by my hand and under the 
great seal of the City of Memphis 
this 5th day of December 2023.  
  
______________________________ 

       Jana Swearengen-Washington 
       Memphis City Councilwoman 
       District 4      



WHEREAS, when worthy circumstances arise, the Memphis City Council has seen fit to name 
certain public roads to honor citizens who have served this community; and 

 
WHEREAS, a lifelong learner and pursuer of knowledge, Attorney Ricky E. Wilkins graduated 

from George Washington Carver High School and earned his bachelor’s degree in 1987 from Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., and his Juris Doctorate in 1990 from Vanderbilt Law School in Nashville, 
Tennessee; and  

 
WHEREAS, Ricky E. Wilkins, a champion of Civil Rights, was an instrumental figure in the 

Memphis legal community, becoming the first Black partner at Burch, Porter, & Johnson before founding 
The Law Offices of Ricky E. Wilkins; and  

 
WHEREAS, his commitment to leadership and service was on full display as he served in various 

capacities, including President of the Memphis Bar Association, a leader in the Ben F. Jones Chapter of the 
National Bar Association, President of the Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division (YLD) 
from 1999 to 2000, and was named a Tennessee Bar Association YLD Fellow; and  

 
WHEREAS, outside of his private practice, Ricky E. Wilkins made many civic contributions as 

he was a devoted member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, and Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, was 
appointed to the Memphis Housing Authority by former Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton and was chosen 
to represent the City of Memphis as an attorney on several occasions; and 

 
WHEREAS, having earned notoriety as a lawyer amongst the legal profession and the City of 

Memphis, in 2014, Ricky E. Wilkins sought to use his experience and wisdom in the political realm by 
running as a Democratic candidate to represent the 9th Congressional District of Tennessee in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and by creating MEMPOWER, a political action committee that focused on 
assisting Black Memphians in channeling political power; and 
 

WHEREAS, our City is fortunate to celebrate Ricky E. Wilkins’ tireless work on behalf, and for 
the betterment of, this City with the support of two wonderful daughters, Reighan and Rylee; and   

 
WHEREAS, the City Council gratefully records and extends its sincere appreciation to Ricky E. 

Wilkins for his faithful and excellent service rendered to our City as an exemplary citizen worthy of this 
City’s highest recognition and commendation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Monroe Avenue between Riverside Drive and 
South Second Street be declared 

 
 

Attorney Ricky E. Wilkins Avenue 
 
in honor of his exemplary contributions to the City of Memphis. 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs 
designating this public road. 
 

        Adopted: December 5, 2023 
 
            

         __________________________  
Chairman Martavius Jones 

 



AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2024. 

WHEREAS, Referendum Ordinance 4274, approved by the citizens of Memphis on 

November 8, 1994, amended the Council’s meeting dates to the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month; and 

WHEREAS the Council wishes to approve the 2024 meeting dates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council will conduct its regular 

meetings on the following Tuesdays of each month: 

 

January 9 

February 6 

March 5 

April 9 

May 7 

June 4 

July 9 

August 6 

September 10 

October 1 

November 5 

December 3 

January 23 

February 20 

March 19 

April 23 

May 21 

June 25 

July 23 

August 20 

September 24 

October 15 

November 19 

December 17 

Sponsor:  

Martavius Jones, Chairman 



ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE THE SALARY AND COMPENSATION OF 
THE MAYOR PURSUANT TO HOME RULE AMENDMENTS 

WHEREAS, Home Rule Charter Amendment No. 1509, adopted by qualified voters 
in Referendum Election of August, 1966, provided for the City Legislative Body to determine 
and fix compensation of the Mayor of the City of Memphis; and 

WHEREAS, Home Rule Charter Amendment No. 1852, adopted by the qualified voters 
in Referendum Election of November 8, 1966, provided authority for the City Council, from time 
to time, to increase or decrease such salary of the Mayor and expense allowance, provided such 
change not to take effect in the term during which the change is made; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, it is the intent of the Council to increase the salary 
of the Mayor of the City of Memphis to be commensurate with the salary of the Shelby County 
Mayor.  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPIS, 
pursuant to authority granted in Charter provisions approved by Referendum Ordinances No. 1509 
and 1852, that the compensation for the Mayor be and the same is hereby increased from One 
Hundred Seventy Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventeen Dollars ($170,817) to Two Hundred 
Ten Thousand Dollars ($210,000) annually, beginning on January 1, 2024.  

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, that this ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have been 
passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified, and delivered to the 
Office of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and become effective as otherwise provided by 
law. 

Martavius D. Jones 
Chairman 

Sponsor(s): 
Martavius D. Jones 



1  

 
REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 
A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI,§ 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), TO 
AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME 
BEING CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO 
MAYOR, COUNCIL, AND APPOINTED SALARIES 

 
WHEREAS, the City Charter vests the responsibility of setting and approving the salaries of 
the Mayor, Chief Administrative Officer, and Directors with the City Council; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to clarify the authority to fix and determine the 
salaries of Mayor, City, Council, Chief Administrative Officer, and Appointed Directors 
and Deputy Directors by Ordinance to ensure transparency and scrutiny from the Citizens 
of Memphis.  
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable to allow the citizens of Memphis to decide whether 
granting the City Council the authority to determine salaries by Ordinance and allowing 
public input during the process is in the best interests of the citizens of the City of Memphis. 
 

Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, 
TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of 
Tennessee, as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in 
this ordinance, shall be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified 
voters at the first state general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on 
November 8, 2022, and which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such 
publication. 

 
Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the 
City Council. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming 



2  

effective as required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately 
certify adoption of this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby 
County Election Commission in charge of holding the general State election on 
November 5, 2024, and shall request that the proposed amendment to the Home Rule 
Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form set forth in this Ordinance, be 
placed on the ballot. 

 
Section 4. Proposal and preference. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested 
proposal and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a 
Home Rule Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General 
election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024, which question shall read as 
follows: 

 
"Shall the City of Memphis Charter be amended to authorize the City Council by 
ordinance to fix and determine the salaries of the Mayor, City Council, Chief 
Administrative Officer, and Appointed Directors and Deputy Directors?   

 
 

I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby certify that the 

foregoing amendment shall have ________ impact on  the annual revenues and 

expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    
AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    

 

Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes 
set forth herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting 
thereon in an election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024, the public welfare, 
requiring it. 

 
Section 6. Certification of Results. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify 
the result of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of 
Memphis, who shall see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of 
the City of Memphis. 

 
Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized 
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to appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a 
sum sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed 
amendment on the ballot for the election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024 
and for the cost of seeking a declaratory judgment as to the enforceability of proposed 
amendment if approved by the qualified voters of the City. 

 
Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home 
Rule Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in 
conflict with the subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be 
immediately annulled, vacated, and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter 
of the City of Memphis not in conflict with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be 
and the same are here continued in full force and effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 
Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the 
Comptroller at the same time and manner as required by the City's Charter for all ordinances 
adopted by the City Council. 

 
Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take 
effect from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of 
the Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, 
and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
SPONSOR: 
Martavius Jones 

 
 
 

MARTAVIUS JONES 
CHAIRMAN 



RESOLUTION accepting public improvements for: 
Aviation Facilities PD Re- recording of Phases 2, 4 & 5 

(UPS Oakhaven HUB) [CR-5332] 
and releasing Bond held as security

WHEREAS, United Parcel, Inc., is the Developer of a certain property in the present limits of the 

City of Memphis, located at the northeast corner of the Swinnea Road and Winchester Road 

intersection, in Memphis, Tennessee.

and  

WHEREAS, all of the public improvements, required by the Standard Improvement Contract for the 

project, are completed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Memphis that the engineering 

plans for  Aviation Facilities PD Re- recording of Phases 2, 4 & 5 (UPS Oakhaven HUB) [CR-5332], 

and the completion of the public improvements therein, are and the same, are hereby accepted by 

the City.

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, that Travelers Casualty and Surety Company Performance Bond No. 

107233600, in the amount of $304,100.00, held as security, is hereby ordered released.



RESOLUTION accepting public improvements for: 
ALOFT Hotel [CR-5385]

and releasing Bond held as security

WHEREAS, Vibrant Hotels, Inc., is the Developer of a certain property in the present limits of the 

City of Memphis, located at 131 Jefferson Avenue, in Memphis, Tennessee.

and  

WHEREAS, all of the public improvements, required by the Standard Improvement Contract for the 

project, are completed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Memphis that the engineering 

plans for  ALOFT Hotel [CR-5385], and the completion of the public improvements therein, are and 

the same, are hereby accepted by the City.

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, that Old Republic Surety Company Performance Bond No. 

OFL2060841  in the amount of $49,800.00, held as security, is hereby ordered released..



RESOLUTION accepting public improvements for: 
Polo Grounds North P.D. - Top Golf 

(3450 S. Germantown Road) [CR-5424]
and releasing Bond held as security

WHEREAS, Top Golf USA MP, LLC., is the Developer of a certain property within the present 

limits of the City of Memphis, located at 3450 S. Germantown Road in Memphis, Tennessee.

and  

WHEREAS, all of the public improvements, required by the Standard Improvement Contract for the 

project, are completed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Memphis that the engineering 

plans for  Polo Grounds North P.D. - Top Golf (3450 S. Germantown Road) [CR-5424], and the 

completion of the public improvements therein, are and the same, are hereby accepted by the 

City.

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, that Travelers Casualty and Surety Company Performance Bond No. 

107676852, in the amount of $865,800.00, held as security, is hereby ordered released.
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO.    
 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, § 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO PARTISAN 
ELECTIONS FOR THE OFFICES OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND TO 
REPEAL ALL PROVISIONS OF THE CITY’S CHARTER INCONSISTENT WITH THIS 
AMENDMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Tennessee Code Annotated § 2-13-208, provides that municipal elections shall 
be nonpartisan unless the municipality's charter specifically permits partisan elections. When a 
municipality's charter allows partisan elections, political parties may nominate candidates for 
municipal office by using the primary election provisions of Title 2 of Tennessee Code 
Annotated (the “Election Code”) or as otherwise authorized by the rules of the party; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis that the City of Memphis Charter be amended by ordinance as provided by Article XI, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee (Home Rule Amendment) for the purpose 
of permitting partisan elections for the Offices of the Mayor and Memphis City Council 
Members. 

 
Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State 
of Tennessee, as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this 
ordinance, shall be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the 
first state general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on August 1, 2024, and 
which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 

 
Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective 
as required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on August 1, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form  
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S1TADISHCOCR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART1INGE_S2NARE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
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Section 4. Proposal and preference. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested 
proposal and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
1st day of August, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
“ Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to read: 
‘ Elections for the Offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members shall be partisan, such 
that political parties, including but not limited to the Democratic and Republican parties, may 
nominate candidates for the offices of Mayor and Memphis City Council Members by using the 
primary election provisions of the Tennessee Election Code or as otherwise authorized by the 
rules of the party. All provisions of the Charter that are inconsistent with this charter amendment 
are repealed.’ ? 

 
I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have no impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    
AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    

 
Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 
Section 6. Certification of Results. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the 
result of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, 
who shall see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of 
Memphis. 

 
Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 1st day of August, 2024, if any. 

 
Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART4EXPRTALEPR
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART5MABOCOGE
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S6QUVO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART3SUAGDA
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S7INRUVO
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and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 
Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller 
at the same time and manner as required by the City’s Charter for all ordinances adopted by the 
City Council. 

 
Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take 
effect from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
CHAIRMAN: 
Martavius Jones 

 
 

 

https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S8OPCLPO
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S9PRBAETBEPACI
https://library.municode.com/TN/Memphis/codes/charter?nodeId=PTICHRELA_ART2CIEL_S10POFIINEL
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REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE TO AMEND, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI,§ 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT), 
PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, THE SAME BEING 
CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS AMENDED, RELATIVE TO APPLICATION OF 
CITY CHARTER REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. 1794 TO CITY MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

 
 
WHEREAS, by decree of the United States District Court, the Court found that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, with regard to the City's offices of 
Mayor, city judges and the then existing six at large council seats caused minority vote dilution 
denying black citizens of Memphis the same opportunity as white citizens to elect representatives of 
their choice; 
 
WHEREAS, the same court entered a separate consent decree approving a remedy with regard to the 
application of the majority run-off provision in the City's Charter with regard to the offices of the 
City Council, which was ratified by the citizens of Memphis in Referendum Ordinance No. 4346 on 
November 5, 1996; 
 
WHEREAS, in the thirty-two years following the 1991 federal court decree, the City Council has not 
heretofore proposed any referendum with regard to the application of the majority run-off provision 
in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, to the office of Mayor; 
 
WHEREAS, due to large number of persons that qualified for election in the October 5, 2023 City general 
municipal for the Office of Mayor, it is deemed necessary to insure that a winning candidate for the Office 
of Mayor obtain a majority of the votes cast in the general election or run-off, if necessary, to prevent a 
Mayor being elected by a small plurality of the votes cast in the general election; 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable to allow the citizens of Memphis to decide whether continuation 
of the exclusion of the Office of Mayor from the application of the majority run-off provision in the 
City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, is in the best interests of the citizens of the City of 
Memphis. 
 

Section 1. Proposed Amendment Authorized. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESEE, That pursuant to Article XI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee, 
as amended, a proposal for amending the Charter of the City, as set forth in this ordinance, shall 
be published and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the first state 
general election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on November 5, 2024, and which 
shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication. 
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Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment as required by Tennessee Constitution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause this Ordinance, 
as finally adopted, to be published pursuant to provisions of Article XI, Section 9 of the 
Constitution of the State of Tennessee immediately after adoption by the City Council. 

 

Section 3. Certification and Delivery to Election Commission. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That upon the adoption of this Ordinance becoming effective as 
required by law, the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall immediately certify adoption of 
this Ordinance and deliver a certified copy thereof to the Shelby County Election Commission in 
charge of holding the general State election on November 5, 2024, and shall request that the 
proposed amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Memphis, in the preferred form 
set forth in this Ordinance, be placed on the ballot. 

 
Section 4. Proposal and preference. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the City Council does hereby adopt the suggested proposal 
and form of question to be placed on the ballot for a referendum vote on a Home Rule 
Amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis in a State General election to be held on the 
5th day of November, 2024, which question shall read as follows: 

 
"Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis be amended to provide that the majority run-off 
provision in the City's Charter, Referendum Ordinance No. 1794, shall apply to any election for 
the office of Mayor." 

 
 

I, Shirley Ford, Director of Finance for the City of Memphis do hereby 
certify that the foregoing amendment shall have ________ impact on the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the City. 

 

FOR THE AMENDMENT (YES)    

AGAINST THE AMENDMENT (NO)    
 

Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth 
herein sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an 
election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024, the public welfare, requiring it. 

 

Section 6. Certification of Results. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the result 
of said election on the referendum question to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, who shall 
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see that said result is made a part of the Minutes of the Council of the City of Memphis. 
 

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to 
appropriate and expend out of general revenues of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, a sum 
sufficient to pay a pro-rata cost attributable to the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the 
ballot for the election to be held on the 5th day of November, 2024 and for the cost of seeking a 
declaratory judgment as to the enforceability of proposed amendment if approved by the 
qualified voters of the City. 

 

Section 8. Nonconflicting - Conflicting Laws. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That from and after the effective date of this Home Rule 
Amendment, all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis in conflict with the 
subject matter of this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance shall be immediately annulled, vacated, 
and repealed and all laws constituting the present Charter of the City of Memphis not in conflict 
with this amendatory Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 9. Severability. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this 
Ordinance shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have 
passed the remainder of this Ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any. 

 

Section 10. Publication as Required by the City Charter. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall also be published by the Comptroller at 
the same time and manner as required by the City's Charter for all ordinances adopted by the City 
Council. 

 

Section 11. Enactment of Referendum Ordinance. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the adoption of this Referendum Ordinance shall take effect 
from and after the date it shall have passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and 
become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 
SPONSORS: 
JB Smiley, Jr. 
Cheyenne Johnson 
Rhonda Logan 
Dr. Jeff Warren 

 
 

MARTAVIUS JONES 
CHAIRMAN 

















































































RESOLUTION TO ALLOCATE $150,000 TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REINSTATEMENT AND DIVERSION AMNESTY PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was signed into 
law by the President. Section 9901 of ARPA amended Title VI of the Social Security Act to add 
section 602, which established the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund, and section 603, 
which established the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (together, the Fiscal Recovery 
Funds). The Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds was established to provide support to local 
governments (“recipients”) to respond to the impacts of COVID-19 on communities, residents, 
and businesses; and  

WHEREAS, section 602(c)(1) and 603(c)(2) provides that funds may be used to:  

 A. To respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts, 
including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries 
such as tourism, travel, and hospitality;  

 B. To respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID-19 public 
health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers;  

 C. For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue 
due to the COVID-19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent 
full fiscal year prior to the emergency;  

 D. To make necessary investment in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and  

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Memphis City Council to ensure that the funds are spent 
in support of programs that support the vulnerable population, including those facing poverty; the 
Council recognizes that this group was negatively impacted by the effects of COVID-19, the 
ramifications of which are still being felt; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council acknowledges that the long-term negative 
economic effects of conviction and imprisonment impact not only the individual, but their families 
and their communities; and 

WHEREAS, to offset some of those effects, the Memphis City Council created a Driver’s 
License Reinstatement and Diversion Amnesty Program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; and 

WHEREAS, the Amnesty Program, in cooperation with the City Court Clerk’s Office and 
the General Sessions Court Clerk, is designed to assist individuals that would have access to better 
opportunities for themselves and for their families, but for financial barriers preventing their final 
exit from the criminal justice system; and 

WHEREAS, due to the previous success of the program, Memphis City Council 
recommends conducting the program again; and 

WHEREAS, the program will be funded by $50,000 in funds previously designated to 
ARPA funding for City Operational Premium Pay; and 



WHEREAS, the program will also be funded by $100,000 in funds previously allocated 
to Renewed Minds in Community Services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Memphis city council that an amount 
of $150,000 is hereby designated for the Driver’s License Reinstatement and Diversion Amnesty 
Program so that individuals satisfying certain guidelines and program parameter are considered 
for assistance to clear their accounts and get them driving legally so they are able to pursue 
opportunities that will lead to a better financial future. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council partners with the General 
Sessions Court Clerk and the City Court Clerk to identify deserving individuals meeting certain 
guidelines who might benefit from this program. 

Sponsor:         Chairman: 
Rhonda Logan         Martavius Jones 
Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
JB Smiley, Jr 
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