
 
WHEREAS, every year, National Donate Life observes Blue & Green Day 

to amplify the importance of registering as an organ and tissue donor, and encourage 
the public to wear blue and green to raise awareness; and 

  
WHEREAS, more than 100,000 Americans, including 4,000 in the Mid-

South area, are currently on the national transplant waiting list; and 
  
WHEREAS, another person is added to the waiting list every 8 minutes, and 

on average, 17 people die every day because the organs they need are not donated in 
time; and 

 
WHEREAS, we all can do our part to save lives by educating and 

encouraging our peers and loved ones to register as an organ and tissue donor; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council supports National Donate Life and 

Mid-South Transplant Foundation and its efforts to bring new life to men, women 
and children in need of lifesaving organ and tissue transplants; and 

 
WHEREAS, we hold those who have saved lives through the gift of donation 

in the highest regard and are grateful for their selflessness. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council 
does hereby designate the 12th day of April, 2024 as  

 

Blue & Green Day Mid-South 
 

in the City of Memphis, and thus encourages all residents to promote the 
importance of organ and tissue donation. 

 
 

                                               
Adopted: April 9, 2024  

 
 

   
 

   



Ordinance No. _______ 

AN ORDINANCE TO RENAME THE PINE HILL CLUBHOUSE IN HONOR OF CLEOPHUS 
HUDSON, SR. AND CHARLES HUDSON AS THE CLEOPHUS AND CHARLES HUDSON 

CLUBHOUSE IN THE CITY OF MEMPHIS 

 

 WHEREAS, on occasion, the Memphis City Council sees fit to recognize members of the 
Memphis community who have had a lasting impact and Cleophus Hudson, Sr. and Charles Hudson are 
certainly worthy of recognition for their significant contributions to the sport of golf and the community of 
Memphis, Tennessee, throughout their illustrious careers; and 

WHEREAS, Cleophus Hudson, Sr. was a pioneer in the sport of golf, beginning his journey as a 
caddy at Memphis Country Club and later becoming one of the top golfers among minority players; and  

WHEREAS, Cleophus Hudson, Sr. made history in 1962 as one of the first minorities to tee off at 
Pine Hill Golf Course following its desegregation, symbolizing a pivotal moment in the pursuit of equality 
and inclusion in sports; and  

WHEREAS, Cleophus Hudson, Sr.’s son, Charles Hudson, made history as the first minority golf 
professional hired at Pine Hill Golf Course, furthering the family’s contribution to the sport; and  

WHEREAS, in 1991, Charles Hudson organized the Mid-South Junior Golf Association, a 
501(c)(3) program dedicated to teaching thousands of youth how to play golf, fostering their development 
both on the off the golf course, and facilitating their access to higher education through golf scholarships; 
and  

WHEREAS, Charles Hudson's dedication to the advancement of youth in golf extended beyond 
Memphis, as evidenced by his collaboration with the Tiger Woods Foundation in conducting youth golf 
clinics across various cities in the United States, including a clinic held at Pine Hill Golf Course in 1998, 
making him the only Golf Professional to bring Tiger Woods to Tennessee for such an event; and 

WHEREAS, Charles Hudson's achievements have garnered recognition, including induction into 
Southern University's Sports Hall of Fame in 2016, highlighting his exceptional contributions to the sport 
of golf; and 

 WHEREAS, upon review, the Memphis City Council now seeks to exercise its naming authority 
under Chapter 12 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances to rename the City of Memphis Pine Hill 
Clubhouse at 930 East Mallory Avenue in the city of Memphis, Tennessee in honor of Cleophus Hudson, 
Sr. and Charles Hudson in recognition of his legacy and enduring impact on the Memphis community. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Memphis that:  
  

Section 1. The City of Memphis Pine Hill Clubhouse at 930 East Mallory Avenue in the city of 
Memphis, Tennessee, and any replacement or successor facility, shall be renamed the “The Cleophus and 
Charles Hudson Clubhouse.”  
  

Section 2. Upon passage of this ordinance, the newly named “The Cleophus and Charles Hudson 
Clubhouse” shall be memorialized with a new facility sign and a suitable memorial plaque outside the 
clubhouse, acknowledging the honor. Any costs associated with the construction or installation of the sign 



shall be incurred by the City of Memphis Parks Division, and if necessary, the Memphis Parks Division 
shall bring a funding resolution before the City Council for consideration.   
  

Section 3. The City of Memphis Parks Division shall make the appropriate arrangements to alter 
any media collateral and associated documentation to denote the name change to “The Cleophus and 
Charles Hudson Clubhouse.” 
  
Section 4. Severability. All provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable and if any of these sections, 
provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this 
Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 
  
Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have been 
passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the Office of 
Mayor in writing by the comptroller and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 
 
Sponsors:          JB Smiley, Jr. 
Jana Swearengen-Washington                 Chairman 
Edmund Ford, Sr. 
Yolanda Cooper-Sutton 
Jerri Green 
Rhonda Logan 



Ordinance No. _______ 

An Ordinance Renaming S. Hollywood Street between Union Avenue and Southern Avenue as 
Glenn Rogers, Sr. Street 

 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council possesses naming and renaming powers for public 
streets, parks, and other public spaces pursuant to Ordinance No. 5759, which amended the City 
of Memphis Code of Ordinances for this purpose; and 

 WHEREAS, on occasion, the Memphis City Council sees fit to recognize members of the 
Memphis community who have had a lasting impact through the renaming of public streets and 
spaces in their honor; and 

WHEREAS, Glenn Rogers, Sr. is certainly worthy of recognition for his historical impact at 
the University of Memphis, where he was the first African American football player for the 
university, playing for the team from 1968 to 1971; and 

WHEREAS, Glenn Rogers, Sr. was awarded the M Club Hall of Fame Billy J. Murphy Award 
in 2000 from the University of Memphis for his post-football contributions to the community; and 

 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council does wish to honor Glenn Rogers, Sr. by renaming a 
stretch of S. Hollywood Street adjacent to the Simmons Bank Liberty Stadium, which the Memphis 
Tigers football team calls home, to commemorate Mr. Roger’s historical significance to the 
university and its football program. 

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, that the 
following street shall be renamed, and the administrative street renaming process shall proceed as 
follows: 

(A) S. Hollywood Street between Union Avenue and Southern Avenue shall be renamed as 
Glenn Rogers, Sr. Street. 

(B) The Memphis City Council, Division of Planning and Development, Division of 
Engineering, and any other applicable City of Memphis Divisions shall coordinate to 
perform the appropriate notifications and administrative protocols necessary to 
complete this permanent street name change. 

(C) The City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs denoting the street as Glenn 
Rogers, Sr. Street. 

Sponsors:          JB Smiley, Jr. 
Chase Carlisle                   Chairman 
Ford Canale 
Yolanda Cooper-Sutton 
Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
Edmund Ford, Sr. 
Jerri Green 
Rhonda Logan 
JB Smiley, Jr.  
Philip Spinosa 
Jana Swearengen-Washington 



Pearl Eva Walker 
Dr. Jeff Warren 
Janika White 



RESOLUTION accepting public improvements for 
Memphis Union Mission Phase 2A [CR#5388] 

and releasing Bond held as security

WHEREAS, Memphis Union Mission is the Developer of a certain property within the present 

limits of the City of Memphis, as shown on the engineering plans, located at 383 Poplar 

Avenue, in Memphis, Tennessee, 

and  

WHEREAS, all of the public improvements, required by the Standard Improvement Contract for

the project, are completed;

and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Memphis that the engineering 

plans for Memphis Union Mission Phase 2A [CR#5388]  and the completion of the public 

improvements therein, are and the same, are hereby accepted by the City. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  Travelers Casualty & Surety Company Performance Bond 

No. 107511589 in the amount of $49,500.00 and held as security, is hereby ordered released.



RESOLUTION accepting public improvements for: 
Lucky Self-Storage - 325 G.E. Patterson Avenue [CR#5412] 

and releasing Bond

 WHEREAS, C & M Builders Inc., is the Developer of a certain property in the present limits of the 

City of Memphis, located at 325 G.E. Patterson Avenue, in Memphis, Tennessee. 

and  

WHEREAS, the developer desires to develop the property reflected on the engineering plans;  and   

WHEREAS, all of the public improvements, required by the Standard Improvement Contract for the 

project, are completed;

and  

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Memphis  that  the  engineering  

plans for Lucky Self-Storage - 325 G.E. Patterson Avenue [CR#5412] and the completion of the 

public improvements therein, are and the same, are hereby accepted by the City. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that the Berkley Insurance Company Performance Bond No. 0247406 

in the amount of $75,000.00, held as project security, is hereby ordered released.

























































































































































































































ORDINANCE  NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS PERTAINING TO CONTRACTS AND SALARIES OF THE MEMPHIS 
LIGHT, GAS AND WATER DIVISION TO DECREASE THE PRESENT LIMITS OF 
CONTRACTS AND SALARIES OR COMPENSATION FOR EMPLOYEES OR OTHERS 
REQUIRING CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL. 

 
WHEREAS, Section 681 of the City's Charter, adopted by Private Act of the Tennessee Legislature in 1939 
(the "Memphis City Charter"), reserved to the City Council authority to approve, in advance of execution, 
contracts entailing an obligation or expenditure in excess of Five Thousand Dollars to be executed by the 
Board of Light, Gas & Water Commissioners of the City of Memphis ("MLGW Board"); and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 675 of the Memphis City Charter, as amended by Ordinance 3509, adopted on 
November 5, 1985, also reserved to the City Council authority to approve the setting of salaries or other 
compensation of any officers, executive management employees or other employees for MLGW in excess 
of Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000.00) in advance of employment. 
 
WHEREAS, by adoption of Ordinance 5819 on March 22, 2022, the Council amended their authority to 
approve the setting of salaries or other compensation of any officers, executive management employees 
or other employees for MLGW in excess of $180,000.00 in advance of employment and to approve all 
contracts (other than emergency purchases and spot market purchases of natural gas) entailing an 
obligation or expenditure, including fees or other compensation of any engineers, auditors, attorneys, 
consultants and others employed to render extraordinary services to MLGW in excess of Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($500,000,00) prior to execution; and  

 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Ordinance No. 3054, dated September 2, 1980, to the City's Charter 
(the "Home Rule Amendment"), the City Council is authorized to increase by ordinance the amount of 
contracts and salaries or compensation for employees or others requiring City Council approval; and 

 
WHEREAS, from time to time, the City Council has amended its Code of Ordinances to adjust the limits of 
authority granted to the MLGW Board for the execution of contracts and the setting of salaries for 
employees hired as it deemed appropriate; and 

 
WHEREAS, in recognition of the requests for increased transparency requests from citizens regarding 
MLGW contracts and salaries, the City Council desires to amend the limits requiring approval by the 
Council prior to execution.  



NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED THAT, 
 

SECTION 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 2. 

Section 1 of Ordinance No. 5819 is amended and restated as follows: 
 

Notwithstanding Ordinance No. 5819 to the contrary, all contracts (other than 
emergency purchases, purchases of natural gas and other derivative products, 
and settlements between MLGW and its employees pursuant to the workers' 
compensation laws of the State of Tennessee, which shall not require City Council 
approval in advance of execution) entailing an obligation or expenditure, including 
fees or other compensation of any engineers, auditors, attorneys, consultants and 
others employed to render extraordinary services to MLGW, in excess of 
$100,000.00 shall require City Council approval in advance of execution. 
Furthermore, all interlocal agreements or contracts between MLGW and any 
municipality or division of government (other than the City of Memphis and its 
divisions) that involve the collection of any municipal, county  or  other 
government fee, tax or other charge not directly related to utility service (such as 
electricity, gas, or water utility service) shall require Council approval in advance 
of execution. In emergencies MLGW may enter into emergency purchases as 
defined herein, which emergency purchases shall be later ratified by the Council. 
MLGW may also purchase natural gas and other derivative instruments daily as 
long as the aggregate annual amount of these purchases are approved by the 
Council in the annual budget of MLGW. 

 
For the purposes of this Ordinance the term "emergency purchases" shall include, 
but shall not necessarily be limited to, any purchase orders and contracts in 
excess of $100,000.00 needed to: (i) remedy any hazardous, unsafe or 
environmentally harmful event or condition that has created or may create a 
harmful situation for the public or MLGW employees, whether or not ordered, 
directed or requested by a federal or state agency; (ii) ensure continuous and 
reliable utility service to MLGW customers, or (iii) take whatever steps are 
reasonably necessary to address problems caused by a catastrophic event. 

 
Section 2 of Ordinance No. 5819 is amended and restated as follows: 

 
Notwithstanding Ordinance No. 5819 to the contrary, any salaries or other 
compensation of any officers, executive management employees or other 
employees for MLGW in excess of One Hundred Eighty Thousand ($90,000.00) 
shall require approval in advance of employment. 

 

SECTION 3. Except to the extent inconsistent with the provisions hereof, the provisions of 
Ordinances Nos. 3509 5046, 5256, 5291, 5383, 5574, and 5819 are hereby ratified and shall 
remain in full force and effect. 



SECTION 4. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any of these sections, 
provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the remainder 
of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have been passed 
by the City Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the office of 
the Mayor in writing by the comptroller, and become effective as otherwise provided by law and 
shall continue in full force and effect until repealed or amended. 

 
 
  Sponsors:        JB Smiley, Jr., 
  JB Smiley, Jr.        Chairman 
  Jerri Green 
  Rhonda Logan 
  Jana Swearengen-Washington 
  Pearl Walker 
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

SUBSTITUTE ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, CHAPTER 6 -BUSINESS LICENSES AND 
REGULATIONS -TO DEFINE ENTERTAINMENT TRANSPORTATION 
VEHICLES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF 
THE SAME 

 
WHEREAS, in recent years a new type of transportation business has emerged in various 

cities within the United States in which the passengers hire a motor vehicle not only as a means of 

transportation but also for some entertainment or social purpose; and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee did in its recent session 

amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 7-51-1007, to recognize Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicles as a category separate from other types of vehicles already included in said law, and to 

allow municipalities within Tennessee to regulate the operation of Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, in other cities in which such vehicles operate, governments have encountered 

various problems caused by the vehicles in the area of public safety and welfare, including accidents 

resulting in damage and injury, the commission of crimes related to the operation of the vehicles, 

and complaints from businesses and citizens about noise and offensive behavior by patrons; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council deems it necessary for the health, safety, and 

welfare of citizens to amend the code of ordinances to regulate the operation of Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicles in the City of Memphis. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MEMPHIS 

that Chapter 39 – Vehicles for Hire – of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances, also referenced 

in Chapter 6-44, is hereby amended to create a new Article V, which shall read as follows: 
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Section 1.  Sec. 39-256. Definitions. 
 

For purposes of this chapter: 
 

"Certificate" means a certificate of public convenience and necessity, a license granted, upon 

application and approval, by the Memphis Transportation Commission (MTC) for the sole purpose 

of authorizing the certificate holder to provide entertainment transportation through an 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle. 

"Certificate holder" means a person, company, corporation or association which has applied 

for, and been granted, a certificate of public necessity and convenience. 

"Customer" means any person on an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle other than the 

driver or other employee of the entertainment transportation business, who has paid money for the 

services of the business or is attached to a party that has done so. 

"Driver" means any individual who physically operates an Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle as a for-hire vehicle under this chapter. This person may share additional, company-related 

titles, such as owner, employee of the owner, holder or independent contractor. 

"Driver permit" means a permit issued by the MTC to drive and operate an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle. 

"Entertainment Transportation Vehicle" means any motor vehicle that is designed or 

constructed to accommodate and transport more than one passenger for hire, the principal operation 

of which is confined to the area within the Memphis City Limits, whether it is operated on a fixed 

route or schedule, and where the passengers hire the motor vehicle not only as a means of 

transportation but also for some entertainment or social purpose. "Entertainment transportation" 

includes, but is not limited to, trucks, buses, and wagons/trailers pulled by a motor vehicle. 

"Entertainment transportation" does not include a limousine, sedan, shuttle, taxicab, horse-drawn 
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carriage, or electric-assist pedal carriage. 

"For hire" means a transaction whereby any money, thing of value, charge tickets, 

surcharge, payment, pecuniary consideration or compensation, reward, donation, tip, or any other 

remuneration or profit is paid to, accepted by, or received by a driver, employee, agent, owner, or 

any other representative of an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle in exchange for the 

temporary use by or for the transportation of a passenger, whether such is paid voluntarily or upon 

solicitation, demand, request, contract, agreement, or as a surcharge; or otherwise in conjunction 

with the purchase of any other services wherein the entertainment transportation is part of the 

services provided. 

“Good cause" means (1) a material violation of a state law or municipal ordinance, rule, or 

regulation governing the permit, which may be demonstrated by a knowing failure or refusal to 

comply with such law, ordinance, rule, or regulation; and (2) includes the disuse or dormancy of a 

permit for a period of six (6) months or longer prior to the Memphis Transportation Commission 

taking action to revoke the permit. 

"lnspector(s)" means the inspector(s) for the Commission. 
 

"Memphis Transportation Commission," hereinafter referred to as "MTC" or "the 

Commission," means the Memphis Transportation Commission as established by the City of 

Memphis Code of Ordinances, Chapter 39, Article V, the same being identified as Chapter 6-46 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Memphis. 

"MTC Director" means the Executive Secretary of the MTC, as employed by the City of 

Memphis on behalf of the MTC. 

"Owner" means the person who holds the legal title of the Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle. 
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"Passenger" means any person on an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle other than the 
 
driver. 

 
"Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, association or public or private 

organization of any character.  

"Permittee" means a holder of any permit issued under this chapter. 

"Solicit" means the distribution of flyers or other material, or an appeal by bell, horn, 

whistle, words, or gestures by a driver or his or her agent directed at individuals or groups for the 

purpose of attracting passengers for immediate hire. 

               "Vehicle permit" means a permit issued by the MTC for an Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle to carry passengers. 

 

Section 2. Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
 
 

Sec. 39-257. Required Certificate and Effective Term. 
 

A. No Entertainment Transportation Vehicle shall be used or operated on a for hire 

basis by any person in the territorial jurisdiction of the Memphis City government without an owner 

or operator having first obtained a certificate of public convenience and necessity. Each certificate 

shall be valid for one year and shall be subject to renewal pursuant to the provisions set forth in this 

article. Applications will be reviewed and considered as they come in to the MTC. 

B. Certificates shall not be transferred, sold or given from one owner to another, 

including the sale of one Entertainment Transportation Vehicle company in its entirety to another, 

without approval of the MTC upon the filing of an application for such transfer. 

C. The MTC shall track all certificates, and after the renewal period, if the certificate 
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has not been renewed it shall be determined to be void. 

 
Sec. 39-258. Application - Information and fees required. 

 

A. An application shall be filed with the MTC for each certificate of public convenience 

and necessity sought. Forms will be provided by the MTC and payment of a 

nonrefundable fee of $200 will be charged.  

             B.  The application shall require the following information: 
 

1. Name and address of applicant; 
 

a. Sole-proprietor: Name and address of the owner. 

b. Partnership: Names and addresses of all partners. 

c. Corporation or association: Names and addresses of all the officers, directors, and 

members. 

2. Business name (d/b/a), business address, and telephone number if different from above; 

3. A background check of each person; 

4. Proof of U.S. citizenship or legal residency; 

5. Names and addresses of two references as to the applicant's financial responsibility; 

6. Prior experience of applicant in transport of passengers; 

7. Number of Entertainment Transportation Vehicle permits requested, and copy of proof 

of ownership or other evidence of lawful control, as determined by the MTC, for each   

vehicle to be operated under the certificate; 

8. Applicant’s Procedures for training drivers; 

9. Applicant’s Rules and regulations governing driver appearance and conduct; 

10. Disclosure of prior state law or City of Memphis Code of Ordinances violations 

pertaining to noise from motor vehicles, lewd conduct as part of a commercial business, or 

alcoholic beverage open container laws; any disclosures shall be verified by the MTC;  

11. The financial status of the applicant, including the amounts of all unpaid judgments 

against the applicant or if a corporation, against any officer, director or shareholder as 
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listed above or, if a partnership, any partner or limited partner, or any other person who is 

interested directly in the ownership or operation of the business. 

12. Any additional information the applicant desires to include to aid in the determination 

of whether the requested certificate should be issued; and 

13. Such further information as the MTC may require. 

 
             C. An applicant will be ineligible for consideration if: 
 

  1. Any of the owners, partners, officers, directors, or members are under twenty-one (21) 

years of age and/or the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle business has no separate legal 

existence beyond a shareholder, owner, or partner who is under the age of twenty-one years 

of age; 

 2. Any of the owners, partners, officers, directors, or members has violated any portion of 

this chapter of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances within five years immediately 

preceding the date of application; 

3. Any of the owners, partners, officers, directors, or members have any outstanding unpaid 

final judgment; or 

             4. Any portion of the application is incomplete or contains incorrect or untruthful information. 

             D. An applicant will be ineligible for consideration for a one-year period if any owner, 

partner, officer, director, or member has been found guilty by a court of competent jurisdiction of 

violating state law or City of Memphis Code provisions three or more times within the past three 

hundred sixty-five days pertaining to noise from motor vehicles and/ or lewd conduct as part of a 

commercial business. 

 
Sec. 39-259. Findings - Issuance of additional certificates. 

 

             A. If the MTC finds that further or additional Entertainment Transportation Vehicle service 
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within the Memphis City Limits is warranted for the public convenience and necessity and that the 

applicant is fit, willing, and able to provide such service and to conform to the provisions of this 

chapter and the rules promulgated by the MTC, the MTC may issue a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity. The certificate shall state the name, business address and telephone 

number of the applicant, the number of vehicles authorized upon such certificate, the date of issuance 

and the date of expiration.  

B. In making the above findings, the MTC shall, at a minimum, take into consideration the 

number of Entertainment Transportation Vehicles already in operation, whether existing service is 

adequate to meet the public need; the experience, financial condition and responsibility of the 

applicant, and such criteria as may be adopted by the MTC in its rules. 

            C. No more than (25) Entertainment Transportation Vehicles may be permitted to operate 

upon the streets of Memphis, and the MTC shall accept no applications for additional vehicles once 

this maximum has been permitted. Applications shall be evaluated in the order in which they are 

received; and upon issuance of a 25th permit, any other pending applications shall be set aside. 

Should the number of permitted vehicles drop below the maximum allowed, those applications will 

be considered in the order in which they were filed with the MTC, beginning with those pending 

applications that were previously set aside. 

             D. The MTC may, by rule, establish any further criteria for determining the necessity for 

additional Entertainment Transportation Vehicle certificates. 

             E. Any person whose application for a certificate is denied by the MTC may file a written 

appeal with the MTC within thirty days of denial and request an appearance before the MTC and 

appear in-person for consideration of the certificate application. 
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Section 39-260. Renewal of the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 
 

           A. All certificates issued under the provisions of this chapter shall expire one (1) year from the 

date on which the certificate was issued. All certificates may be renewed by the MTC director up to 

30 days before their expiration date. A renewal fee of $125 for each approved certificate and other 

licensing fees shall be charged at the annual renewal of the certificate. 

           B. All applicants for renewal must be current with all assessments and taxes due to the City of 

Memphis. 

           C. If a licensed Entertainment Transportation Vehicle company or individual fails to renew 

their certificate within thirty (30) days from the expiration date, such company shall be treated as a 

new applicant upon renewal application. 

 
Section 39-261. Insurance required. 

 

           A. Before any certificate shall be issued by the Commission Director, or before the renewal of 

such certificate shall be granted, the applicant or association shall be required to file an insurance 

policy and/or certificate of insurance with the MTC director evidencing insurance coverage as 

required in this section. 

           B. Insurance coverage as provided in subsection (A) of this section means a policy of public 

liability insurance issued by an insurance company qualified to do business in the State of Tennessee 

and naming the City of Memphis as an additional insured. Any policy of public liability insurance 

issued in compliance with this article shall be for a term of not less than one year, and for any 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle insured thereunder shall afford protection to any third party 

sustaining injury or damage as a result of the negligent operation of any Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle, with the minimum amount of insurance to be determined by the City Risk 

Management Department, known as combined single limit insurance coverage. Such policy shall 
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expressly provide that it may not be canceled, except after thirty (30) days’ written notice to the 

Commission Director. 

          C. Such certificate will certify that the policy provides for a minimum coverage per the 

requirements of the Risk Management Department of the City of Memphis, which may be amended 

from time to time to remain current with the current risk factors, per Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle for liability imposed by law for damages on account of bodily injuries, death or personal 

damages, other than injuries, death or property damages of the company or driver, in any one 

accident resulting from the ownership, maintenance or use of such Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle. The certificate of insurance shall also list the serial number or identification number of each 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle that is insured. 

           D. The operation of any Entertainment Transportation Vehicle within the Memphis City 

Limits without having in force the public liability insurance policy as outlined in this section is 

hereby declared to be a violation of this Article, subjecting the owner and/or certificate holder to all 

applicable penalties provided in this Article and this Chapter. 

           E. Any changes in insurance must be reported to the Commission immediately. 
 

 

  Section 39-262. Suspension and revocation. 
 

            A. A certificate issued under the provisions of this chapter may be revoked by the MTC only 

after the holder has been provided with proper notice and the opportunity to be heard at an 

administrative hearing and for good cause shown. A certificate issued may be suspended, placed on 

probation, otherwise restricted, or not renewed by the MTC if the holder thereof has: 

1. Violated any of the provisions of this chapter or failed to comply with any rule or 

regulation established by the MTC; 
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                2. Violated any other provision of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Memphis or laws 

of the United States or the State of Tennessee, the violation of which reflects unfavorably 

on the fitness of the holder to offer transportation services, including but not limited to, 

violations for excessive noise; 

               3. Failed to pay assessments or taxes due to the City of Memphis;  
                
               4. Attempted to transfer a certificate or permit; or  

 
5. Made a misrepresentation or false statement when obtaining a certificate or additional 

permits or transferring a certificate. 

            B. Prior to any action to revoke, suspend, place on probation, otherwise restrict, or not renew 

a certificate, the holder shall be given notice to the address listed on their certificate of the proposed 

action to be taken and shall have an opportunity to be heard by the MTC. 

            C. If the holder commits an act in violation of the criminal laws of the United States of 

America or State of Tennessee, and the MTC director determines that the holder poses a threat to 

public safety, the MTC director may enact an emergency suspension of the holder's certificate to 

remain in effect until the holder has the opportunity to be heard by the MTC at the next available 

meeting, but in no circumstance later than sixty (60) days from the date of the emergency suspension. 

 

Section 3. Driver Permits 

 

Section 39-263. Driver Permit required- Violations and term. 
 

            A. No person shall drive or otherwise operate an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

engaged in the transportation of passengers unless he or she has a driver permit from the MTC and a 

currently effective Tennessee commercial driver's license.  

            B. A person commits an offense if he or she operates an Entertainment Transportation 
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Vehicle in the Memphis City Limits without a driver permit issued by the MTC. 

            C. A business commits an offense if it employs or otherwise allows a person to operate an 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle owned, controlled, or operated by the permittee without a 

driver permit issued by the MTC. 

           D. Each driver permit shall be valid for one (1) year and shall be subject to renewal pursuant 

to the provisions set forth in this Article. 

 
 

Section 39-264. Application-Information and fees required. 
 

A. An application for an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit shall be filed 

with the MTC on forms provided by the MTC. 

            B. Such application shall be certified under oath and shall at a minimum contain the 

following information: 

1. The name, residential address, telephone number and date of birth of the applicant. 
                    No applicant under twenty-one (21) years of age will be accepted. 

 

2. The type(s) of vehicle(s) which the applicant will drive under the certificate. 
 

3. The years of experience of the applicant in the transportation industry. 
 

4. A concise history of the applicant's employment. 
 
             C. The applicant shall provide copies of the following documents in order to submit his or 

her application: 

1. A valid driver's license issued by one of the fifty states within the United States of 

America for the issuance or renewal of an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver 

permit corresponding with the type/classification of Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle to be operated (i.e., commercial driver license, for-hire endorsement, etc.). 
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                       2. If a resident alien, a current work permit or other valid United States Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement document. 

                      3. A copy of a currently effective Tennessee commercial driver's license. 
 

             D. Each application shall be accompanied by an official driver record obtained no longer 

than thirty (30) days prior to the date of application. All applicants are required to meet the following 

standards: 

1. No convictions or nolo contendere pleas in the last five (5) years for any of the 

following offenses involving bodily injury or death and no convictions in the last three 

(3) years for any of the following offenses not involving injury or death: 

• Hit and run; 
 

• Driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or drug; 
 

• Reckless or careless driving; 

• Any other offense, including moving traffic violations, that directly relates to a 

person’s ability to operate a vehicle. 

                   2. For an initial driver permit, no more than three moving violations within the last three 

(3) years and no more than two (2) moving violations in the last year. 

                     3. For a renewal driver permit, no more than four (4) moving violations within the last 

three (3) years and no more than two (2) moving violations in the last year. 

 
Section 39-265. Fingerprint-based criminal background investigation. 

 

            A. All applicants for an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit must undergo a 

fingerprint-based identification and background check. The MTC shall provide instructions to 

applicants on obtaining such background checks. A background check report and a copy of the 
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Motor Vehicle Record (MVR), generated by the Department of Motor Vehicles, of the applicant, if 

any, shall be attached to the application and forwarded for consideration by the MTC. 

            B. Any applicant shall, in addition to any disqualifications listed elsewhere in this Chapter, be 

disqualified if the applicant: 

               1. Has been convicted of, forfeited bond or pleaded nolo contendere to a felony or any crime 
involving moral turpitude as defined by laws of the State of Tennessee, a controlled 
substance, prostitution, assignation, or obscenity within five (5) years immediately 
preceding the date of application;  or has been convicted of, forefeited bond or pleaded 
nolo contendere to any crime involving the abuse of a child or of a sexual nature in any 
jurisdiction at any time preceding the date of application.                   2. If, at the time of 
application, the applicant is charged with any offenses in subsection 

 
(1) of this section, consideration of the application shall be deferred until the applicant’s 

entry of a plea, conviction, acquittal, dismissal, or other final disposition of the charges. 

 3. Has been convicted of  two (2) or more felony offenses within the past seven (7) years.  

4. Has been convicted for a period of two (2) years prior to the date of application for 

violation of two or more sections of this Code or other ordinances governing the 

operation of Entertainment Transportation Vehicles. 

            If the applicant fails to disclose any criminal conviction, except traffic citations, on the 

application for a driver permit, the application may be referred to the MTC for consideration. 

 
Section 39-266. Application - Approval or disapproval. 

 

The MTC or its staff shall, upon the consideration of the application and any reports and 

certificates required to be attached thereto, approve or reject the application. Any applicant rejected 

by the MTC staff may file an appeal within thirty (30) days of denial and request an appearance 

before the MTC. The appeal shall be heard by the MTC at the next available MTC meeting with the 

appellant appearing in-person for consideration of the application. 
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   Section 39-267. Issuance – Driver Permit contents and display. 
 

           A. Upon approval of an application for an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit, 

the MTC director shall issue a permit to the applicant, which shall bear the applicant’s name, driver 

permit number, height, date of birth, a photograph of the applicant, and other information deemed 

appropriate by the MTC. 

            B. Every driver shall at all times conspicuously display a driver permit within the 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle, where it is visible to passengers. A driver shall allow the MTC 

director, MTC inspector, or a police officer to examine the permit upon request. 

 

Section 39-268.  New application after denial. 
 

Upon denial of an application for a driver permit, no new application shall be considered 

for a period of three (3) months. 

 
Section 39-269.  Expiration - Issuance and renewal fee. 

 

          A. A driver permit may be issued to qualified applicants upon the payment of a $35 fee plus 

the costs of investigation. If the permit for the preceding year has been revoked, no new permit shall 

be issued without prior MTC approval.  

           B. Each Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit shall be issued for a period of one 

year. The fee to renew a driver permit shall be $17.50. Such fees shall be in addition to the cost of 

any investigation. 

Section 39-270.  Unpermitted drivers. 
 

            A. If any person is found operating an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle within the 

Memphis City Limits without a valid Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit on behalf 

of any holder of a certificate of necessity and public convenience, the MTC director may 
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immediately take action to suspend or revoke the certificate in accordance with § 39-262(B). 

            B. A person whose Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit is suspended shall not 

drive an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle within the Memphis City Limits during the period of 

suspension. 

 
Section 39-271.  Suspension, revocation, and appeal. 

 

           A. The MTC director is hereby given authority to suspend any Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle driver permit issued under this Article for a driver's failure or refusal to comply with the 

provisions of this Article. Such suspensions may not last for a period of more than thirty (30) days. 

The MTC director is also given authority to revoke any driver permit, provided that the revocation 

is decided in accordance with §39-262(B), for failure to comply with the provisions of this Article. 

           B. If a driver is charged in any court with a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, or with 

any felony, or with driving while intoxicated or under the influence of drugs, or with violations of 

this Article, the MTC director is hereby given authority to suspend the driver's permit pending final 

disposition of the charges against them, and to revoke such permit upon conviction thereof. 

            C. The MTC director may revoke an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit for 

good cause in accordance with §39-262(B), if the director determines that the permittee has engaged 

in conduct detrimental to the public safety. 

            D. The MTC director may not suspend or revoke any driver permit unless the driver has 

received notice of the charges against them and has had the opportunity to present evidence on their 

behalf at an administrative hearing before the MTC Director, where good cause has been established. 

            E. Any permittee whose driver permit has been suspended or revoked by the MTC director 

may file a written appeal with the MTC within ten (10) business days. If an appeal is not made to the 

MTC within ten (10) business days of the MTC director's decision, the MTC director's decision shall 
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be final. A letter addressed to the MTC and delivered to the MTC office stating that an appeal from 

the decision of the MTC director is desired shall perfect such appeal. The MTC, as soon as 

practicable after receiving such notice of appeal, shall notify the permittee of the date and time of the 

hearing which shall be not less than five (5) business days after the mailing of such notice. After the 

hearing of the appeal, the MTC shall sustain, modify or reverse the findings of the MTC director, 

and shall notify the MTC director and the permittee of its findings. The findings of the MTC shall be 

final, subject to any applicable legal processes. 

            F. A driver whose permit is revoked may not reapply for ninety (90) days from the date of 

revocation and will be treated as a new applicant. 

 
 

Section 39-272. Revocation of a valid driver's license. 
 

An Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit issued under this Chapter shall be 

valid for one (1) year so long as the permittee's valid driver's license, issued by one of the fifty 

states in the United States of America for the type/classification of Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle to be operated, remains valid for the duration of the permit. Any time that a permittee's 

driver's license is suspended, revoked, or cancelled, their Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

driver permit shall likewise be immediately suspended, revoked pursuant to § 39-262(B), or 

cancelled. The Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit shall immediately be 

surrendered to the MTC until such time as their driver's license is reinstated. 

 
 

Section 39-273. Conduct of drivers. 
 

A. A driver shall at all times: 
 
                  1. Act in a reasonable, prudent, safe, and courteous manner; 
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2. Take the necessary measures to prevent and prohibit a person not possessing an 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit from operating the Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle; 

3. Refrain from allowing more passengers to be carried in an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle than for which there is proper seating, and at no time shall the 

driver allow any passenger to ride in any area of the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

not specifically designed or designated as a seat; 

4. Prohibit any passenger eighteen (18) years of age or younger from riding in an 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle unaccompanied by an adult; 

5. Not operate an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle while under the influence of 

intoxicating beverages or drugs; 

6.  

                  7. Observe and obey all state and local noise and traffic laws and regulations; 
 

8. Not permit a customer to stand or ride on any part of the Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle other than the designated seating area while the Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle is in motion and require that passengers must be seated except when loading or 

unloading. 

 
                        Section 39-274.  Drivers not to work more than 12 hours out of 24. 

              No driver shall work more than a maximum of twelve (12) driving hours in the aggregate 

of any twenty-four-hour period, and such driver shall not begin to drive until he has had at least 

eight (8) consecutive hours of rest. 

 
Section 39-275.      Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages. 
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             The consumption of an alcoholic beverage by an individual, over the age of twenty-one 

(21), who is strictly a passenger in the passenger area of an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle is 

permitted. Sales of alcohol by the operator, driver, or riders of the vehicle are prohibited. 

           A. If alcoholic beverages are allowed to be consumed on an Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle, the vehicle operator shall apply for a permit to allow such consumption from the Permits 

Office. The application fee for such permit is $25 and the operator of an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle company shall pay an additional $25 for each Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle on which alcohol is being consumed. The driver or operator of an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle shall be in possession of the permit referenced in this subsection at all times 

alcohol is being consumed on the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle. Additionally, the 

registration number issued by the Permits Office shall be conspicuously displayed on the rear of the 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle.  

           B. If an alcohol consumption permit is granted to the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

operator, the following notice shall be on full display on the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle: 

                1. Each passenger is asked to drink responsibly; and 

                2. No passengers are permitted to take any opened alcoholic beverage container with them 

when they exit the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle, except in the Beale Street 

Historic District.  

           C. An Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver shall not operate an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle while under the influence of alcoholic beverages, nor shall the driver 

consume alcoholic beverages while operating the vehicle. 

           D. The Entertainment Transportation Vehicle operator and driver may not allow 

consumption of alcoholic beverages by persons under the age of twenty-one (21). 
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             E. Any violations of this Section may be enforced under the applicable laws of the City of 

Memphis and the State of Tennessee, as contemplated by §§ 39-291 and 39-293, which may result in 

revocation or suspension of the operator's certificate of public convenience and necessity. 

 
Section 39-276. Return of passengers' property. 

 

A driver of an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle shall immediately attempt to return to a 

passenger any property left by the passenger in the vehicle. If unable to locate the passenger, the 

driver shall turn the property in to the certificate holder's company office at the end of the driver's 

shift or at the first available opportunity. In such cases, the certificate holder shall make a good faith 

effort to locate the passenger, and, if not successful, hold the property in storage at its location for at 

least thirty (30) days. 

 
Section 39-277. Compliance with provisions. 

 
             Every driver granted a driver permit under this Article shall comply with all City of 

Memphis, state, and federal laws. Failure to do so may result in disciplinary actions including 

suspension and up to revocation of the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle driver permit. 

 

  Section 4. Equipment and Operation 
 
 

Section 39-278. Entertainment Vehicle permit required. 
 

A. Each Entertainment Transportation Vehicle must have a vehicle permit issued by the 

MTC in the vehicle. The permit will identify each vehicle by a unique number in accordance with 

rules and procedures established by the MTC and will be associated with the certificate holder. 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle permits are not transferable to other entertainment 

transportation vehicles or other certificate holders. 
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B. To qualify for a vehicle permit, an applicant must have obtained a Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity pursuant to § 39-257 of this Article and comply with all of the 

requirements and stipulations of this Chapter and any rules and regulations adopted by the MTC. 

C. A $125 fee will be charged for the issuance of each approved Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle permit associated with the certificate. 

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to transport or offer to transport passengers in any 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicle which does not have affixed to the vehicle a valid permit 

issued through the MTC. 

Section 39-279. Application for additional vehicle permits. 
 

An application for additional Entertainment Transportation Vehicle permits under the 

certificate of public convenience and necessity issued pursuant to this Article must be filed with the 

MTC director. The requirements stipulated in this Chapter shall apply and must be satisfied in order 

for the application to be considered. If approved, the established permit fee will be applied. 

 
Section 39-280. Ownership and control of vehicles. 

 

All Entertainment Transportation Vehicles permitted under this Chapter must be under the 

lawful control of a certificate holder demonstrated either by proof of ownership or a copy of a valid 

lease agreement and must be under the direct control of a permitted driver while in operation or use. 

 
Section 39-281. Vehicle to display identification. 

 

All Entertainment Transportation Vehicles operated under the authority of this Chapter shall be 

equipped with identification as prescribed by the MTC in rules and regulations. 

 
Section 39-282. Vehicle requirements; safety standards. 
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           A. To the fullest extent permitted by Tennessee and federal law, prior to the issuance of a 

permit, or the use and operation of any vehicle under the provisions of this Chapter, the vehicle 

shall be thoroughly examined and inspected by the certificate holder or a designated third party in 

accordance with rules and regulations prescribed by the MTC. When a certificate holder finds that 

a vehicle has met all the terms established by the MTC, the holder shall certify this to the MTC 

director, who shall authorize an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle permit to be issued. 

          B. To the fullest extent permitted by Tennessee and federal law, every vehicle operating under 

this Chapter is subject to random and periodic inspections to ensure the continued maintenance of 

safe operating conditions. A certificate holder shall make an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

available for inspection in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the MTC. If, upon 

inspection, it is determined that an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle for hire is not in 

compliance with this Chapter or MTC rules, the MTC staff shall order the vehicle to be removed 

from service or brought into compliance within two (2) weeks and require it to be reinspected prior to 

resuming operation. 

          C. Every vehicle operating under this Chapter shall be kept in a clean and satisfactory 

condition, according to rules and regulations promulgated by the MTC. 

          D. Every vehicle operating under this Chapter must be equipped with seats for each passenger. 

          E. To the fullest extent permitted by Tennessee and federal law, every vehicle operating under 

this Chapter shall undergo an annual detailed mechanical inspection conducted by an approved 

mechanic pursuant to the requirements of rules and regulations adopted by the MTC. The records of 

these inspections must be maintained and made available to MTC staff as provided by the rules and 

regulations adopted by the MTC. The certificate holder shall certify its compliance with this 

subsection to the MTC director. 
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          F. The MTC may, by rule, establish additional inspection requirements for Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicles and other equipment used in the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle 

service.  

 
Section 39-283. Operating area. 

 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicles shall operate upon the streets in the Memphis City 

Limits on routes or zones delineated by the Memphis Transportation Commission, within the 

selected portion of the Central Business Improvement District (CBID - Core District, Edge/Medical 

District, and South District - see Exhibit A). In addition, Entertainment Transportation Vehicles 

may operate in the area commonly known as Overton Square, and along Union Avenue between the 

CBID and Overton Square. Any deviation or amendments to routes or zones must be reviewed by 

the MTC or its staff and receive approval from the Memphis City Council by Resolution. Any 

approved deviation must be reported to the MTC or its staff prior to beginning of operations. 

 
Section 39-284. Operating hours. 

 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicles shall operate between the hours of 11 AM to 1 AM 

local time. Any deviation from these hours must be reviewed by the MTC or its staff and receive 

approval from the Memphis City Council by Resolution. Any approved deviation must be reported 

to the MTC or the MTC director staff prior to beginning of operations. 

 

Section 39-285. Records and reports. 
 

             A. Each holder shall maintain at a single location business records of its Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle business. The records must be maintained in a manner approved by the MTC 

director and contain the following information: 

                1. An identification of the Entertainment Transportation Vehicle(s) operating each day; 
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                2. An identification of the drivers operating the Entertainment Transportation Vehicles 

each day and a statement of the hours each driver operated the vehicle each day; and 

                3. Any other information the MTC director determines necessary for monitoring the 

activities, operations, service, and safety record of the licensee. 

            B. A certificate holder shall make its records available for inspection by the MTC director, 

inspector, law enforcement officer or designated officials. 

 
Section 39-286. Accidents 

 

            A. All accidents arising from or in connection with the operation of an Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle shall be reported within seventy-two (72) hours from the time of occurrence 

to the MTC director if the accident results in: 

                1. Death or bodily injury to any person; or 
 
                2. Damage to any vehicle, or to any property in an amount exceeding the sum of four 

hundred dollars ($400). 

             B. An Entertainment Transportation Vehicle damaged in an accident, but still operable 

without placing the driver or passengers at risk, must be repaired within two (2) weeks of the 

accident, or removed from operation until repaired, and inspected prior to resuming operations. 

 

            Section 39-287. Passengers-Receiving and discharging by drivers. 
 

            A. Drivers shall only receive and discharge passengers at designated staging areas/locations 

approved by the MTC. 

            B. Drivers shall not allow additional passengers to board the Entertainment Transportation 

Vehicle after the vehicle has left its fixed starting point. 

 



Page 24 of 29 

 

Section 39-288. Disposition of disorderly passengers. 
 

Drivers shall act in a reasonable and professional manner in dealing with disorderly 

passengers. 

 
Section 39-289. Soliciting business. 

 

No certificate holder or driver of an Entertainment Transportation Vehicle shall offer any 

compensation of whatever form to any person or entity in exchange for the direction or 

recommendation of passengers to that Entertainment Transportation Vehicle. This section shall not 

be construed to prohibit certificate holders from advertising their entertainment transportation 

business by other reasonable means. 

 

Section 39-290. Compliance with other laws. 
 

It shall be a violation of this Chapter for a certificate holder or driver to violate any other 

applicable federal, state or local law or regulation in offering or providing Entertainment 

Transportation Vehicle services. 

 
Section 39-291. Enforcement of this Article. 

 

A.  The MTC shall promulgate rules and regulations, consistent with applicable state and 

federal law, relative to the operation and use of Entertainment Transportation Vehicles. These rules 

and regulations shall be promulgated to provide safe transportation and specify such safety equipment 

and regulatory devices as the MTC shall deem necessary.  

B. Enforcement of any power or authority granted the MTC under this Chapter or any rules or 

regulations issued by the MTC pursuant to such authority shall be delegated by the Commission to any 

employee of the Commission staff, who may issue a citation for violations of this Ordinance, pursuant 
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to Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 7-56-101 and 7-63-101.  

           C.  The inspectors of the Memphis Transportation Commission are authorized and instructed 

to observe the conduct of holders of certificates and permits operating under this Chapter. Upon 

discovering a violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter, the inspector may either report the 

violation to the MTC, which will order or take appropriate action, or issue a citation as authorized 

under this section. 

            D. The inspectors of the Memphis Transportation Commission shall conduct random and 

periodic inspections of the operations of holders of certificates and permits operating under this 

chapter, to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Chapter and the Rules and Regulations of 

the MTC.  

            E. In addition to the enforcement authority provided to MTC inspectors in this section, 

officers of the Memphis Police Department shall have the authority to enforce this Chapter in 

performance of their duty to protect and serve and enforce the laws of the City of Memphis and the 

State of Tennessee; such enforcement includes, but is not limited to the authority of the police officer 

to issue a summons or misdemeanor citation or effect a physical arrest for violations. A police officer, 

upon observing a violation of this Chapter or of any regulation or rule established by the MTC or the 

MTC director pursuant to this Chapter, may take necessary enforcement action to ensure effective 

regulation of Entertainment Transportation Vehicles. 

 
Section 39-292. Limitation of service due to weather conditions. 

 

Entertainment Transportation Vehicles shall not receive passengers when weather conditions 

are sufficiently adverse or inclement so as to endanger passengers or the public. The MTC, by rule, 

may adopt specific guidelines for the operation of Entertainment Transportation Vehicles in 
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inclement weather conditions. 

 

      Section 5.  Violations – Civil Penalty Schedules 
 

Section 39-293. Violations-Penalties-Additional regulations. 
 

               A. All provisions of this Chapter shall be governed by the penalties and procedures for 

general ordinance violations set forth in Tennessee Code Annotated § 6-54-306, the Charter of the 

City of Memphis Article 40, Section 355, and the Code of Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee, 

Section 1-24-1. 

              B. Notwithstanding any provision contained herein, the MTC shall have the authority to 

enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

              C. The MTC shall have the authority to promulgate, implement, and enforce additional rules 

and regulations pertaining to entertainment transportation vehicles, provided such rules and 

regulations are consistent with the provisions of this Chapter and state and federal laws, and prior 

approval is obtained from the Memphis City Council. 

 
       Section 6.     Severability 

            BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

severable. If any of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts are held 

unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 

 

Section 7.      Intent on Legal Effect 
 
               BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That as amended hereby the remaining provisions of CHAPTER 6 
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– BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS remains in full force and effect. 

              Section 8.      Codification 

                  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this ordinance amends Chapter 39 of the official 

City Code. The City has authorized the Municipal Code Corporation to provide a republication of the 

City’s Ordinances in the official City Code, as amended from time to time, for the convenience of the 

public. The official City Code and the official version of all new, amending, repealing and clarifying 

ordinances adopted by the City Council are maintained by the City’s Comptroller in the Office of 

Council Records. 

             Section 9.      Effective Date Clause 

                 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect after having been 

passed by City Council, signed by the Chair of Council, certified and delivered to the office of the 

Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and becomes effective as otherwise provided by law and shall 

remain effective and operative unless and until the City Council alters, amends, clarifies or repeals it 

by a superseding, amending, clarifying or codifying ordinance.  

 

SPONSOR                                                                                                                                 CHAIRMAN 

J. Ford Canale                                                                                                                                     JB Smiley, Jr. 
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